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RLE Pit. 







JJ. j ^ ^ 

(K* 14352/"010/224) 


POREKfN OFFICE, S.V/.l. 
13-th November, 1946. 




Sir, 

* * i - 

With reference to your despatch Bo.91 
(lbOO/13/ 2 /I 4 . 6 ) forwarding a copy of* note Bo. 1637/0. F, 
of the 5th October 1946, together with its enclosure 
received from the Liberian Secretary of State, 
regarding the Robertsport surf-boat disaster, I have 
to request you to tajce the further action in 1947 
suggested by you therein. 

I am, with great truth and regard. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For Mr. Attlee) 




Cowering, Esq., 
etc., etc., 

Monrovia. 



etc 









■M751/1WU. 

. . . rjSi 

PILE NO* —'•"‘7 




Sir, 


REG*. 



5th November, 194-6* 








I Leg to aclmowledgs tho receipt yesterday of 
K ■ ycair letter dated the 2nd October regarding your 

expenses in connection with your Journey to Lilxjria 
as & witness in tho Robertsport surf-boat disaster* 






















In reply, I would inf ora you that the Liberiar. 

Gkyranment has no?/ repaid *11 "the expenses incurred 
and His Excellency The Governor of Sierra ho one lias 
been inf armed of the amounts received, which sumo have 
been credited to the Gcnrernaent of Sierra Leone, 

You. should, tiiercfore, apply to the authorities 
in Freetown who will doubtless repay to you the sua 
in question I 03 S tiie advances which were t-ia^a to you 
at this Legation, 

As regards the cost of ycur passage to Freetown 
the cost of 4 deck passages amounted to /31»oG or 
pi* 90 each but you claimed from the Liberian Government 
12, o<l* pros(X:iably €\lso to ccvor the cost of food 
on the Journey, 

I am, Sir, 

Yours very truly. 






J* V. Doherty, 

2 !>, Howe Street, 
IRETCHN, 

Sierra Leone, 


I 



H. B* M* HXLI3TER, 










V, 


c- 




Z- 


V • . •> *! 




nu wo. 

^EC-r. --'t 

bats - 


13 o*' S' ■' * * < 

! *; 

\* \o ✓*. <*o /■-■ *>- 




* ’ ' ■ .. • 


t * 


f ' ' ; * 

f 0 - <? 


% 


I^ V> 



> V 


w,yv^ l&s* p#sc<s 


^F ^ 0^0 ^' * 

5\ <j 'Jtf-r ftip •Yct'iU" <4 Ho^V V*^o ' -’i 1 ’ ' 

' . ■ •. yfVV .» • 1 < * ‘ ' '» 

, 

' N ', , #* , ■** O ^ . 

•. * ^ % . ■«* f .■'. <4 .*t /•,<> o->* I *>Jr ' 1 } ' ■ ' ' * • •"-■* 

/ .. , ^ • 1 


« 


»' ~J\° v - ** 


V 5 o.t< 


rc 1 } 

L v 4 *»>v ** '•*' ' ° ^ 


<’ ^ . v' ’ 


ni ; j. , 3 

iVi .j * >• ,v.r . - t *i«.v ->v ■•• ’ 4- > ' '••'• ’ 

I r >■ 

xona <x*e. 5 f»U ’ ’ . ■ ^ • 

pi j . d i_i- 

1*.^ % «f*. d ^4 f 1 T *3*Vl ‘ ■ ! '*-*- Vr. ' , k * ' *• 

t -% #0^ * V» a J >j 

\ X / -b s' 

Wo*.y • V't\ i<l ^ v> Vn 0 tV' ‘ * t **"** *' l- r *.w pJ r* 

t j-J 0 V *J V, { <*-; . k‘0 ,'J *.(?■' i i ! " 

\ . 1 ’ , l i tT *» -* 

< ^ O ,v 1 -v ■ f ‘ <*» 1 i ;* <? * * • 

V J ■ .t ^yS 

, , 3}t*0kVd. Ji^Vp 


' * 

. . » t 


i 


( * *«■ ^ * t u \ ^ r>J 

. 

^ * * J 5 - S ^ -J 

WO-^aC 4 ' — 


c J f " -1 




f \ mm 






: •- -. •■ * *‘ 

. A 


S j 




% 




*•*,.- ■- 






















JfW> A, ‘ ' •' • ' • ■ ' ■ - ' * • ’ f 

/} A 

'-Wd* • ’ ^ ' - ■•:. ■ 



!/ l ■ .• .-.i .. ~t T*-- 1 " -• I ,• ■ 

I • ' , ~ ^ ■' , ■ ' . 

4 'j f* m o; *> {i *'■-» **«•••* •• •*-> ^i v\ t? *,* *. c * i* * * 

... . 1 ■> .. >r.... . -... .. .. r* ... 


’ll 1 V'.* {** r <! -i ^ 

V; M ' * V'- 1 ^ * - v »• * ’ - ?* -a* " l '. ! { - ■ tY x / * -i• * ' 

\ , ! * .j 

■ t t > R? Ha< r9wyi • ' 


i 


*? v/ irt 






-H* " 

*KV.'[/!'- '/J v U * _ \ ■ •* ' i 

W \i v.** * * ' h* i * * f <. ■-■ > 

■' A ^AA 4 #f -4 • V*l J't sJ9 <. *1 VA ^ 




y > f ' Vi> 


* 

* ' 




•' f » / ', ‘ i 


1 ’ . c ■ r 


■*-(<•- / <3u lr-U. i f>o ■ ■'*>-*- , / ;t y 




■ •. 



-• ,)~l X 




. 


( 





























1599/1 5/2/U6 


British Legation, 
Monrovia, 

7th Oct oocr, 1S&.6 • 


FILE r’O. 


r3£~ 

--r-.. 


BEQD, NO. 



Vt* Secretary of >t r tc ? 

I hcvtt the 1 ojiour tc ackeov'ldn;;o 
the receipt with many thanks of yo-ir ^*ote 

Ihimber 1637/D.i • of the tth Oc ol>cr re, ardi ng 
the Kobertaport surf-boat etteaster ana to 
inform Your licccllene;/ tliat I an a ending copies 
thereof to ir .latest* 1 3 x-rincipul feere ucry 
of rotate for PoroiE Affairs and. to Ilis 
Sxeelle cy the Governor of Sierra Leone* 

Please accept , lr* Secretary of 
otatc, the assurance of lzj holiest consideration 
ana ceieam* • j 

i BOWF^trr 


H* B* K. KINI3EBL 


dxcoiienc.y The Secretary of State, 
The Honourable Gabriel Don is. 
Department. of dtato, R* 

i-IOIiKIVIA, Liberia* 









4 


31* (l6oi/lV^4fi) 


# 


* r 


Miniate-:, Monrovia 

T)ie ILi;. Governor, Sierra 




Legation, . 

Monrovia, 

Liberia* 

7th October, 


Monrovia despatch Ho* 51 of the 5th September, 1546 . 



1. Copy of Monrovia despatch 
No.91*( 1600 / 13 /^/ 46 ) of 7th 
October, 1946, addressed 

to She H.M. Secretary of 
State for Foroigi Affairs, 
Foreign Office, Lorrian. 

- • - v , r 

2. Enclosures. 

^ *-* ■ v-1 

* 

%’i - 1 


LeijnJL position in 
respect of the k Roberts- • 
port (Cape Mount, Liberia) 

- 4 

surf-boat disaster. 




























>C • >•-*■ 



h&Cfx tioo, 

it v£SBH 

7th IctdbDT, 1946, 
















With refteroaoc to 137 fcopatch nsrbnr 76 
of the ! th eoboabor rand ja*oYio'jn ooarosipcndenoe 
ressara ^i j t:» Ito.jci^rnaori ourf-fcoat dionr.tcr, I 
hawo the honour to tmnapdt herewith a conr? air a 
oalf«Kr^:-oirjfcar:,'' ;*otr> ltrhar 1657 / 4 F. of the 5 th 

vxitii its c Kiloeajrc roocivtxl fra a 
nm Ufcoiian Sac votrxy of tab* In the of tb 
inft)ir*twn acotainoa thcroin it would oecn that tto 
:£4tt action to t&3te "itouIiI be to ajdrcos a firthcr 
to lihorlba Covicrrnent in Aujort, 1%?, 
ospixaticn of the prisoners* afc/rtcon 

ew to aooertainlqg ihethor 
«b jnsroro ri» iwittb roatlt'itien or 1 

■to 

& I an Roavling a oerrr cf t*da Oetjpabch nnd 
ito cnclooumo to tho f^wornor of Sic* Lone* 








I hana the honour to be, 
Hth the hX&cst recr'cct, 

Silfc ’ ■ 

• i»t obedient, ;mULo «crvant. 










ma 



a f 
tat» for 

>A»ei£ji Office, 


fcSOWEmfi 


Xml«t 


*♦ 




SI * 








fUX No. 


secy. 




date 


637/DF. 


5 October 1946 


Mr. Minister: 


In reply to your Note numbered 1407 / 13 / 2 / 
dated 5th September, 1946, I beg to forward you 
hereto amexed,' carbon-copy of a statement Issued 
by the Solicitor General of Liberia touching the 
legal position in respect of the Robertsport surf- 

boat disaster* 

Please, Mr .Minister, accept the 
renewed assurance of my highest respect and 
consideration. 


c 


i l L.Dennlo -i 



J cA. L j jl JL m — — —— - —■ #■ 

Secretary of State, R.L. 



5 Excellency < 1 .ijOwei lng, 

British Minister, British Legation, 

Monrovia. 














REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
MONROVIA 



OFFICE OF; 

IfBE solicitor cknkral 


2661/77 


apt enter 2J t 19*6. 


Mr. ecretaiy, 

- our 1424/ L of 6th -'apt ember 19*6 baa been 
referred to the undersigned by the Acting Attorney 
General for appropriate attention and therefore the 
following facts in connection with the subject- 
matter thereof are i>ven for your files, am trans¬ 
mission to tlie uriti sh -‘inlater in keeping with the 
request contained in his J'ote *0,555/15/2/46 of 9th 
April, 19*6, 


records of the Department of Justice die- 
clone that the headmen and crew of the surf boat 
that capsised and occasioned the lose of the lives 
and properties of the arltlsh subjects, who ./are 
travelling in said beat at the time, ware arrested, 
tried and convicted at the February Term of the Cir¬ 
cuit Court for the i^lfth Judicial uircuit (Criminal 
Aaaisee) Grand Cape Mount County, A.D, 194 ., for 

t 

the oriae of Grand arc any, by naans of a Verdict 
ef "GUILT* 1 * entered by the eqpannelled nety Jury 
on the 9th day of >areh A.D, 1946, 

bxoellencor 

.he honorable ecretary of tuta,«,L,, 
department of utute. 


onruvia. 




Counsel for the defendants not being satisfied .-/ith 
W verdict pro a red and filed into court a notion in 
nrrest of Judgaenti the relative motion was acrort-jiy re- 
slated by tbs prosecution thereupon the trial Judge, fils 
Honour .Conroe . helps, denied said motion and thereafter 


rendered final Jad^>auG against seven of the nine de¬ 
fendants tint were indicted and tried, sentencing then 
for eljttteea souths Imprisonment together with restitu¬ 
tion in the sun of 43«540*5Sf to vdiloh said Pinal Judg¬ 
ment no exception or ap sal was talma* According to the 
aforesaid iinal Judgeem. tbs restitution is to be nade 
to the folio f ig named persons (private prosecutors) 
to wit t 

1* dkrtolu lofanah - cierrm i«one 

2, fiawods Pofanah - " f 

3* J'OliUa lanvlir- M " 

4* Charlie Pavia - * " 

3* Jams V. Doherty- 1T " 

6 . u.^aigh " 

7* adan Kadi - at Monrovia, idberla 

3t, Anthony iorbor - " H " 

9* Albert falters — " ** " 

.fv i'Vrr- Jr 


As a result of the final Judgment thus rendered, the 
defoliants oonvicted have been incarcerated .n the marten 
jail to serve their sentence of eighteen Booths and to 
aabs restitution! if r stitution is not accordingly mads 
then they ere to rsnnln in prison, after expiration of 
the period of sentence for a period sufficient or long 
enentfl to cover the restitution ascent of 03# 540. ^>3 
aforesaid, at tbs rote of twelve dollars per moats, in 
keeping with statutory provision mads and provided. 

several efforts were mads to oburgs Honorable 
vsginald A* uhsrnsn f oT., tbs owner of tbs surf best, with 

the arias mUOnDB Of CUM40M OA ulih under statute_ 











conb^olii-iti, but to no avail* the Grand Jury in eaoh in* 

jdtAjj having returned ^^wramie. lirolly, tho court per* 

petbated an injunction filed by tho Honorable r. .hei~nan t 

apinbt the lav officers of otate, prohibiting any further 

activity on their part to ra&e his anawentble in on tin ethos 

with the surf boat disaster. Hotel Although exception to 

s 

the court's decree In this behalf eaa entered and f^otioe 
sf Appeal to tba Honorable juprese Court of Liberia given 
by the prosecution, it has not bees deemed advisable to 
follow up sate because under existir\, statutes the adop¬ 
tion of ask a course would be irregul ar and legally un- 


rrwrted. 








ontion mignt be suds here of the ooqulttal oy court 
of one of the defendants, d&rble by nasal also another 
of tts defendants named fukpor who was ahe s at at tbs tine 
of tue trial of his co-defendants and therefore not triedi 
but he h&ving been apprehended since the deterraiit* tion 
of the oaee of Grand larceny hereinabove referred to, la 
ass imprisoned in the ooaaon jail awaiting his individual 


trial. 


■ 


it Is hoped that this communication fully answers 

ap» 

the uritiah l ini; tor's t ote touching the surf bout dis¬ 
aster and will bring this question to a final close. 


ItAbC 








Very truly yours, 


C 


Hi 




m 














SAVINGRAH 


jflROJu i H. Ii* H* tiiniter, Uouiroviu, Liberia# 


TO : The Governor of Sierra Leona* 
SM2£ : 12th September, 1346. 


Ho* • 13 SAVXHU* 


ROBE RT SPOBT SORF-BOAT DISASTER CASE 


Your No, 733 Saving of the 16th August received 
by bag at this Legation on the 10th September* 

You sill doubtless Iiave since received ray 
despatches Numbers 27 and 31 °T the 6 th August and the 
5 th Septeidber respectively (the latter may bo at the 
na ient in a bag an route to Accra) from shich it sill 
be seen that the Liberian Government has now repaid the 
travelling expenses of the witnesses* The question 
of damages recoverable remains hewover outstanding and 
the prospects are not promising* 

I sill not fail to continue to keep you advised 
of a -11 developments in this case* 



H* B. M. MINISTER* 













From The Governor, Sierra Leone 

To His Britannic Majesty’s Minister, Monrovia 



August, 194o. 
Saving. 


Date 



No. 


HOBSHTS FORT SURF-BOAT DISASTER C^tSE. 

Your despatch No. (684/13/2/46) 16 of the 4th 
May and previous correspondence. 

I enclose, for such action as you may consider 
appropriate, a copy of a letter recently addressed 
to the District Coumissioner, Keneraa, by three of 
the witnesses in the above case who are pressing 
for payment. 


# 












9 

* 

.The District Commissioner, 
Renews District, 

Rename. 



Blama, 

Small jjq Oaiefdom, 
Rename District, 
4th July, 1946. 


Sir, 


We tne undersigned ao have tue honour most 
respectfully to write you tnis letter, with hope it 
will meet your Rind approval. 

Before saying anything, we beg most 
respectfully for having worried you much, for a 
thing that you are qaite innocent of. But at the 
same time, there is no other person that we should 
approach on this particular point besides you, as 
you are the head of us all. 

And we beg most respectfully to show to you 
the following wit - 

(l'i That in the month of April, 1945, we the 
undersign do hereoy embarked a surf boat 
from Cape Mount Republic of Liberia enceute 
for Monrovia the capital of Liberia. And 
very unfortunatcly, the said surf boat was 
wilfully capsized by tre boat cr^ws. Raving 
seen tuat ou£ personal effects and goods in 
transite to Monrovia were numerious in their 
eyes and in consequence to this, they made a 
bargain in order tnat they may capsize the 
boat. That we may die for them to ha\/e cnance 
of stolen this our properties* Anu in 
W result of tnis ^lo) sixteen person were 

drowned, subjects of his ^ritanic Majesty’s 
Government. 

I~iiueuiately an investigation wat> held oy 


the 








- 2 - 



the Liberian Government euu tne ease was surpreme in 
tne Circuit Court of Liberia viz we tne surviving 
passengers, and the boat crews together v.itn tne 
owner of the boat, by the naae of Honourable R. A. 
Sheruan. V/e then at once proceed to i( * 0 nrovia anu 
report ourselves to the British Consul \ on the said 
effect. And another investigation was nelu oy His 
Majesty's Consul General. Having investigated the 
matter, wrote to the Liberian Government. He in turn 
replied tnat the case has already been supreme in 
the circuit court, against the boat crews and the 
owner of the boat. Hon: R.A. Sheiman, charged as 
Grand Laceney. Thnt was the charged alleged for the 
boat crews. And neglecting of co imon carriers was 
allaged on the boat owner. The Liberian Government 
then in turn, wrote to the British Consul that he 
should senu us nome, and that he will inform him 
wnen he is ready for us to attend the court, as we 
are supre as withnesees for tne said court; Having 
left tne British Consul, we now returning home, 
passing by Cape Mount way, wnere they have their 
Governor which they called Supretenaents, we were 
caught again by Liberian Government saying tnat v.e 
are required to file bonus as withnesses before we 
could cross over to our homes, ana failure to this 
we snoulu ue in jail until the reopening of tne said 
court. Thate made us reareu, and this we have done, 
before they c„ulu live us to return to our homes, 
bince tnat accidents to now is ilo; montha, and it 
was in February Ii?4c this case ^as saiu to have 
finish. And that tne ooat crews slid tne owner qi tne 
boat were guilty of all the charges aj.ieugeu tuem, ,*t n 
all our losses sustained cy Uo uurin^ the accident of 
tne &aiu surf uoat snoulu ae return to us uy tne 
Liberian G 0 veruiuent plus our travelling expends to 
and fro Liberia Supreme as witnesses, after tne 
court is over we tne saw the Government Lawyerr wno 
was acting on the behalf of Government that we will 
need our expends. He in turn replica as that we 
should go and see the Attorney G e beral, on the effect, 

we 







we went there and nt could not reply us better so we 
went again to the Consul General ana report*. The 
Consul G e neral Deing a ^ind hearted man gave us 

,i e S +f 1 + “ ione ? ^ other to b P ead on our way and told 
us thau we should give him a writting authority to 

m ° n *y the Liberian Government, and 

ihen IS 1 return home, and he will send to you 
when ever he receive the money. 

si net we came we have not heard f'rom y ^u 
regarding this effect* And further we have been 
suj.1 ering and still suifaring we cannot get any 
redress from the Government of Liberia through the 
British Consul anu yourself* 

And you know we negros are as turtiles* we 

all our box on our oacx. dince we 
got that accident we have not got a single penny to 
live on. Even our travelling expencis to and fro 
aiheria tor this said case was loan from Syrians as 
well as ulaexs and hearing t».at t^e case is now finish 
t^ey are now after!ng us for their money saying that we 

Sant t ptfj* — ° Jrmo ‘ le y **M Liberia and we do not 
XS retain taeirs. We are always in court here 

tuat * e v,ere loaning. Wherefore as 
* S ° £ ‘ us j - L>ritianic majesty, we axe appeal ling to 
you to see to it taat justice be meted to us in the 

P resnectf u*n tr Ana f° P hr*? aua *** oU *-‘ relief we most 
ptctTa^x^ pray, de i*ave tue aonour to be, Sir, 


Your u.bt humole ana respectful servants 


* 


iiomolu Pofana 

Hi s 

X 

mark 



morlai Bangura 

It 

II 

111 


l 

Lauda Pofana 

If 

11 

It 


Ariter anu v* thness to maI’ics• 
Lauda Pofana. 



(1409/1 y^ 4 fi) 


British Legation, 
MONROVIA, Liberia* 

5 th September, 1946. 


31 


With reference to my despatch Number 
27 of the oth August and previous correspondence 
regarding the Robert sport surf-boat disaster, 

I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of 
a B«lf-explanatory Note Number 1407/1 3/^46 of 
the 5th September addressed to the Liberian 
Secretary of State* 

' » "e * 

2* Tlie amounts mentioned therein will be 
credited to the Government of Sierra Leone in r.y 
currant quarterly account with the Foreign Office, 

3. A copy of the enclosure to this despatch 
uc being sent to the Foreign Office. 


31 


Tour Excellency’s obedient Servant, 


I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 


His Excellency The Governor 
of Sierra Leone, 


J. W1CT1NG 


FREETOWN, 






76 (14W13A/4S) 




ijuilstcr Monrovia 

His ipeaty's Principal 
Secretary of State for F.A., London, 


Legation, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia* 

• 5th September, 6. 

* 

Monrovia despatch No. 65 of 7th August, 1 %£>* 


Copy of Monrovia Note 
Number 1407/1 3 / 2/46 of 
5th September, 1546 , 
addressed to the Liberian 
Secretary of State, The 
Honourable Gabriel L. 
Dennis* 


Settlement of balance of 
outstanding expenses 
incurred by State oit- 
nesses involved in the 
Robertsport (Liberia) 
surf-boat disaster. 











1407/1WVS 









' 1 

/J2/z 

_ flO* -. 1 — 


B£GD- -3* 

occretaxy of State, 



British Location, 
aaiiicvi- ^ 

5 th Seytaaber, 134 U 


* 


X hm the honour to nfer to or Soto taUr 
1 i^Z/iyV 4 £ of the 6 th to just icawMoe tie ■ob;rt;£>ort 
^f-*oat disaster cad to aohnowlod-c a» moelrt ftSj 
0 » Hpiln'i Office with many thanks of -lilies ftr 
outstanding amounts as cnuacrateA in pixra&spb. 2 

*- 


’I 

/icnolu Fofana 

• •• 


* 

3.00 

Deeds Fofana 

see 

Ml 

5 . c o 

MnrTal Banflola 



3.00 

Janes V. Doherty 



U, 10 

Taxy Loi^h 

1 


lit* 10 

Cljarlio Berios 



14.00 

A* « Heitors 


• *• 

.77.10 


Total 

• • * 

/ 12430 


2. I aiill await, /lowovt*^ the inf eolation eared for 

^ Tfr ? HoU Mar 1*7/1VW 'k should be 
GWttcful ii Your *_cncy could obtain it for j.k at a. early 

4*to for transmission to Hie Majesty's Principal Zoarmtuy 

•£ •£*** AJTaire end to : Je Exocilcnfly The Govern* 

os. sierra ..o ne* ” ^ 


, , P ?**** •O00L>t, lira : ecretaxy of State, tins r^&urance 
cUjicst coneideratianend Mte&u 


Iiie I excellency 2 he secretary of state. 

The honourohle Getariel L, ijennii;, 

Lepcrt-mt of State, 

i<c_xiblic of Liberia* 
M2ULVI4, Liberia* 


1. B&WHIII& 

& & liEJiSTm. 














wn/M/sM 















location. 

/ JL 41 1 * Xs 3k * XI X* 4 *il?*B 

5 *th, Oe?taivjea> 1%-b. 




x* ;i arctaxy of .-tote* 

I hyt'c ry thw honour to 
12M/1V 346 of the otfa Mjw* 
MMHl disaster ad to adtaa* 
tibc lay jo3ter*o cffloo uith 


to qy Hate 

UDijamk^ to 




yi prfrr. of 
in 


j- 


a) /ioaolu Fbfana 


Jataom V* ;«Jx3r tgf 
Ton^r 

dvxlio otsrloo 

Am r* 


3.00 

3*oo 

3.00 

1-^10 

14.10 

14.00 


Total ... i 12&30 


2m 1 etlll rcmit, however* tile inf arction «uwc CL for 
In Btraenvh 5 of c$r Bote :uober 1247/13/^46 end tolianid be 
.rataful if Tear SaaallcncQr could obtain it far as at «n early 
Mb far t —iiBttlBBtm to His ftrtorty1 lo oro t n y 

of State for "oreisn Affaire and to Ills KsjcoIIo.^ 
of . ilaxxm LSno. 


I loase eooet/t, : ? r* £ oenrfeory of State, the asnuranco 
f ~gr conri agnation and asboou 




I 


liocro tAi:/ of State, 
Gabriel U *jenai», 
State* 

of i.jboria» 
1UMVX&. Idberl** 


,1BOHIEBIMI 


i4 a a 










1406/13/2A~ 


# 


5 th September, 1546* 


The Manager, 


Hear Sir, 

I enclose herewith 7 Liberian Treasury 
drafts amounting to 0126.30 which I slmll he glad 
If you will be oo good as to put to t c credit 
of this Legation's current account* Please 
return one of the deposit slips duly receipted in 
due course. 

* 

2 * I should explain that these draxts 
x‘ep resent the balances of travelling expenses of 
cortaln witness os who came to Liberia frow Ire etc. 
at the request of the Liberian Govermait and the 
sums in queetion are to be credited by me to the 
Sierra Leone Government* 

deposits 

3 m Similartwcr© made by me at your Dank 
on the 5th Augtat last. 

I am, dear Sir, 

fours very truly 3 


ib&CWERfNS 

H. B. U. MINISTER. 


Tlie Bank of Llonrovia Inc., 

Monrovia, Liberia. 


FILE No.__ .^L~ 

✓ 

RECD, NO. f¥* ± 






September 3}S46. 




Dear Minister Bowerlng: 


I beg to inform Your Excellency 
that the cheques covering the balances due 
witnesses who appeared and testified In 
the Cape Mount boat disaster sometime ago, 
ere now lying in the Office of the Paymaster 
of the Treasury Department; and someone 
designated by you may call thereat to re¬ 
ceive them at anytime. 


nc 


yoi 


Char 


•King 


honourable J.Bowerlng, 

British Minister, British Legation, 

MONROVIA. 






/ 






65 (1261/13/2A6) 


Minister Monrovia 

, H.M.Pri nc i .Secretary of 

btate for Foreign Affairs,London 


Legation 

MONROVIA 

Liberia 


7th August 


Monrovia Despatch No ,37 of 4th May, 1946 



1 • Copy of Monrovia 

note Number 1247/13/2/46 Expenses incurred 

of 6th August, 1946 by State witnesses in 

addressed to the the Robertsport 

Liberian Secretary of Surf—ooat disaster* 

Statu* 








ri! F ;?o 


l if* 


R&LD. MO. /^/ 










' 










FILE NO. 



■ till* P4»#a«MH* 



1253/13/2A6 


REG?. No/~.£5Lu 

Hl^ ^ */£ > 


DATE 


Number 27 



6th August* 1946 


Sir, 


With reference to ioy despatch 
dumber 18 of the 4th May and pre^oST 
correapondence regarding the Roberta port 
Wpf^wGt disaster, I have the honour to 
yolo y h erewith a copy of a self-explanatary 

12U7/13/2/46 of the 6th Aucuat 
addfeeeed to the Utopian Secretary of 


4 2 * ^ x ' he a lounte mentioned in pararraoh 

f 111 bo credlted to the Governnmt 
ol Sierra Leone In my current quarterly 
account v/ith the Foreign Office. 


, 3* A copy of the enclosure to thia 

/jupatch is being sent to the Foreign Office 


* iave the nonour to be. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 



A 


H« B. M, MINISTER. 


% 


His Excellency 

Yhe Governor of Sierra Leone, 

Freetown, 

— 1 - 
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241/13/2A6 



Fill NO 



5th Jhzgus t, 194& 



Lear Sir, 


I enclose herewith 12 Liberian 
Treasury drafts amount! ug to which 

I shall be glad if you will be so good- 25 
to put to the credit of this Legation a 
current account* Please return one ji 
the deposit slips duly receipted in due 
course • 

2.1 should explain that these drafts 
represent tlze travelling expenses of 
certain witnesses who came to Liberia ironi 
Freetown at the request of the Liberia 
Government and the sums in question are to 
be cz*edited by me to the bierra Leone 
Government. 

jf L * 

3 .Similar deposits were uidc by me at 
your J>ank on the 3rd hy last. 


I cm, 


^ear sir. 



The Manager, 

The bank of onrovia Inc., 
MONROVIA,Liberia* 


H. B. M. MINISTER* 





* 


1169/1 


24th July, 1946. 


Mr. ^inigters 


1 hr.70 the honour to advise that the 
Department hag been credibly informed that 
all the cheques for the witness in the 3urf-8oat 
Disaster Case are now lying in the Paymaster's 
Office, 

You are requested to kindly send a representative 
from your 5eyation to sign for and take delivery of 
these cheques. 


His Brcellency John lowering, 
H.B.M. Snvoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 

Britleh Legation, Monrovia* 

Q*y^m 


t 


UJCsv 



i 





1111/13/2/40 



loth July, 1946 


Boar Sirs, 


^nt a a r ef JTof ***•« ^ern- 

witnesses in connecti on P ,.sX th??***?* the 
®t the Court In Kerch l6 8t thcir attendance 

looked^and™^s°aoon*ia* 1 ?? 8Tep > not been 0 ver- 

®f® roeolreti ' iUp R*oellPnoy m ?^ t o in questl °“ 

sierra j, eo ne rUl be irf^ y * th G ° vek mor 0 f 
you mi recall that adv«n^« a<s<!or *ingXy aa 
by this Legation, which b?X*JT W ma< ~* to You 
2*Jf, tfie ^ov^^nent of ‘'terra ?Hf ^* eD char «ed 

details of any further daw i I*®one# Moreover. 

Will also boforwardad to £^ P £!'‘ t8 ln *W. oaai 
I*one. a 10 the Governor of Sierra 


1 am, dear Sire, 
Yours very truly. 


Me ears.Momolu Fofana, 

Dauda Fofann, 

■Hf an( * Mo rial Bangura. 

C/o the District 

Gommlnfii oner> nT,AK/ t PHi 
Cle-'Pa Leone Protectorate. 


i 





H. B. M. KITIST:;r # 





f/OyiM \J £ 71, £a. OL>t 



/Ut&- 'Q/ve, /bunt fodO </yu /€t < yiiJb 
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British Legation, 

MOH^OVIA, Liberia* 
loth July, 1946. 


Mr, Secretory of State. 

™ * 

* 

1 ■ S 

I have the honour to refer to my 
Note Number to7G/io/2/46 of the 11th 
June and previous correspondence regard¬ 
ing the Robert sport surf-boat dieasier 
and to enquire vsTien I may expect the two 
outstanding questions in this flatter to 
oe settled* 


1092/iG/a/46 




Pleaae accept, hr* Secretary of 
State, the asaurunce of my highest 
consideration and.esteem. 




* , 




\ 






a 


€ 


y B0WEW1IG 

H. B. M. MINISTER. 




Hia Excellency The Secretary of State 
The Honourable Gabriel l. Dennis, 
Department of State, 

Republic of Liberia, 
UONRwVlA, 

Liberia. 
















£7^1 VzA* 

m 


British Location, 

. VI-‘ > i^ria. 

1 th June, 


!«■. & crotot" of State, 


»ifcu reference to tho coreference held at 
State Deport cat on tie 23*h 1*/ **** *** Kcbertspcrt 
auif^boat dij outer, I the honour to ensure 

the two eut*rf*tfinfcj <f»sti*>s In t is «t*;-s.r av oxpec 

to be Bottled, namely $» 


U, witnesses espouse eocount f or t o 
ilnxch attendance at tlic Court 


and (b) 


Caapensatlon for tTfU-mtaea *wrfeaine<W In 
t la oot^saslflO# it will be recalled 
tint t.'.-o i'-xiGRtmlxlc * ittoraeff’^Geaarel 
■ ->.v rtQolt to , r dive r.ie a full statoaont 
of ti e legal position. 


2 m An early reply would be apjjrocir.tod as 1 hswc ro— 
oetveA tnatruotioos fran His Majesty*® ftlncipel Secrotary of 
Statefor fagmi&i Affairs to report how te natter at present 

stands. 


dioaao accept, Mr. Socicts*y of State, the 
M0QCMM of opr highest cordderation and osteon. 


| 

>• 



ji. u. mKismi 


Ilia dxocllcrsq^' lie Secretary of State, 
The Honourable t*ahriel L. Pcnnln# 
Depart cat of State, 

Republic of Liberia# 

MCitEcVlA, Liberia. 






KM 




.Ji 






\C 3/U/io/O’itcf 

« 


SHE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 


presents his compliments to His Majesty's 

Representative at J l(\ 

and, with reference to i m-oign - Otl hae despatch 

/ 7 * (jAmMAsry 

respecting ^ 

C<fU' tk*Q***A‘ U~ UdC*-**** 

^ ^maKuo, . 


No 


of 




would be glad to learn how the matter at 


present stands. 


Foreign Office , 

I 


16 — 1401A (at 
% 





MEMORANDUM 



™ At 11 sum. on the 28th May a conference was held 
at the State Department about the Roberts?ort surf-boat 
disaster. The Secretary of State, the Attorney-General 
and try self were present. 

The Secretary of State wanted this matter cleared up 
as it was assuming unwieldy proportions. 

It was pointed out that two questions were outstanding 

(a) The witnesses expense account i or the i.-arcn 
attendance 

and (b) Compensation for damages sustained. 

As regards (a) the Attorney-General pointed out that 
under Liberian law only a travelling allowance for witnesses 
•was payable by the Treasury. I pointed out, however, uha* 
in addition to their travelling expenses these witnesses of 
necessity had to leave their businesses and incur considerable 
expenses for subsistence ^whilst absent from their homes. I 
stood firm that their expenses should be paid, in full ant-, l 
understand that the Attorney-General gave way on this point 
subject to special Treasury sanction. He vail settle fee 
expense account first* 

Is rerards 00 fee Attorney-General e^lained that 
the Captain"of the ship, although found guilty under Criminal 
Law, had not the funds available to pay ccanpens&tion. I 
enouired wry the craer was absolved from his responsibility, 
he replied that the owner hid. been prosecuted under Libenan 
Criminal Law but the jury iiad refused to indite him so there 

nothing to be done on that score and there was no appeal. 

I ashed if any other legal remedies were open and the Attorney- 
General explained that the claimants coulu institute civil 
proceedings against the owner ty employing counsel but that 
their attendance at Court for this purpose would be for tneir 


atm account* 


The above is, as I understood it, fee position but 
the Attorney-General promised to give me a full statement 
wrdoh I said I would have to send to London and to Freetown. 


Question (b) will be dealt wixn after question (a). 


British Legation, 

MdiROVTA, 

Liberia* 



2?fe May, 1946. 










7 &/W2/hC> 


Britos!i Legation a 
MaiRi VlA, Liberia. 
25th 19 ^ 


Mr. Secretary of State. 





i« . t oab fa ** your letter of the 2Lth 

Ccnoml m i i /n- an f* OKao< ^ 06 the Attoraey- 
Gtowral wtAOd 11 k» to postpone the ecotemnoe 

P °!^ rt?3p0rt disaster 

sssrs'i rj*** «» 

a + w Jf he pleased, therefore, to nail 

Jtapnrtienfc of State on tie 20th Ifey at 

i i o*n*, ao i^aixocU 


Sincerely yours. 



i m&m 


( IianovavJba.o Gabriel U iteauie. 
Secretary <rf State, 

Itopfii-tiJnt of state, 
MUffi^VlA, 

Liberia. 











24th May, 1946* 


Dear Minister Bowering: 

The Attorney General has Just 
informed me that because of a trip 


which he has to make out of town 
and will not be back until Tuesday 


afternoon, he would like to have the 
conference on Wednesday the 29th 
instant at 11 o*clock. If this date 
is agreeable to you, I shall be awaiting 
your arrival* 


Sincerely yours. 



iis Excellency John BowerIng, 

H.3.M. Envoy Extraordinary and 


Minister Plenipotentiary 


ID i 1CUI IQIUIOI J | 

British Legation, MONK) VIA* 











BRITISH LEGATION, 

MONROVIA, LIBERIA, 

WEST AFRICA. 
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78 ^ 12 / 2/46 


British Legation, 
HQIiHGVlA, Liberia 

23rd ay* 154-*. 




Boar Sir, 

I tfcnnk you for your letter 81 £/f. F* of fie 
2f.nd May and shall be glad If yen will be so good os 
to isfoai Ills Jbceellnnoy Tie rearctaxy of State 
that I shall be pleased to call at the Deprjrtrtent 
of State on Tuesday, the 20th I ay, at 11 e.rw for 
a conference with tin Bwwnu 1 Til 11 Atto rne s MS ePeral 
iu ix jarC*. to f e l^oDcrtsport surf-boat disaster case. 


1 aa, Dost Sir, 


Yours sincerely. 


idwara Peal, ''squire. 




: opfurtacnt of State 


ii. B. r. MEJISXER. 


heyublic of Liberia, 


isWSt.m, 


Liberia. 








818/D.F 


22nd May, 1946 


Mr# Minister: 

His Excellency the Secretary of 
State directs me to ask that you be good 
enough to call at the Department of State 
on Tuesday, the 28th instant, at 11 o'clock 
in the morning for a conference with the 
Honourable the Attorney General, R. L., 
in connection with the Robertsport surf- 
boat disaster case. 


Your obedient servant. 



is Excellency John Bowering, 
Envoy Extraordinary 


and Minister Plenipotentiary 


wiUis uci it icuiyu -lch j* 

British Legation, MONROVIA 


« 







£ 68<y 13/^46 


British Legation, 
MKOVIA, Liberia* 
4th May, 134 $. 


Mr* :certstoxy of state. 


^ tbe lanaup. to &c£;noiElcvi je the 
receipt with mn 7 fcianks of your Hot® Bferibor 
^ yj/ *4 - • o* ttie 23 rd . ►pril ■U'c 

Eobcrtqjorfc surf-boat disaster ease &rxl to 
lnfc ro Y our Mill mi j that I hero advised Bis 
Majesty** Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affaire and !Hs WmiUma The Governor 
of Sic wa Loon© of It* contents* 

^ 2. I note that a full report of the trial 

vC||pfxier with a statement ' w ffrnr 14 ng the eaqwosi 

. n £h® looser, sustained will he forwarded 
to re in due course, 

Please sooepts Xa SecntAnr rf 



J. 


« 

His Excellency Hie secretary cf state 
The Honourable Gabriel I* Dennis,' 


. . . ■. I . • . 


Depart icnt of State, 

Republic of Liberia, 

II ■ ^^VIA, 

Liberia* 


% 



1 








37 ( 635 / 13 /^/ 46 ) 




Minister Monrovia 

H.M. Principal Secretary of 


State for Foreign Affairs, Lender.. 


Lc (Ration, 


Monro vir. 


Liberia. 


4th May, 6. 


Monrovia despatch No. 5 of 17th January, 1946. 


1. Copy of Monrovia de snatch The Surf-boat disaster 
No. 18(684/13/2/46) of 4th 

Lay, 1946, addressed to Case off Cape Mount, 

His Excellency The Governor, 


Sierra Leone. 


Liberia. 



2. Copy of Liberian Secretary 
of State*s Note No.597/D.P* 
of 23rd April, 1946, addre¬ 
ssed to the H. B.L.Minister 
at Monrovia. 


\ 




1 







• • 

18 


Irtish I option* 
l tl KD X , } 4bsrla* 
4tbftt7* 1%u. 


; 1th ?r ^cr-yina * to i:/ iixpr^ih Hu t nr 17 • -r 
tfto r^th 4prtl £tfxl xanvlouB ooiroo(pan:'«f»o zc*;afttqB 
‘ t o •dfmrterxxi: c.vso, :•. Into -in 

: r,:» i* to i-tfasn Your &«:«£. Lmap tJTaS 2 Iiago rxm 
s^xxjivoQ ftua Wo ilnri/tri ovr-sr* iinfc c o^rn 

ibr f‘6\ yj one!'. oa Accounts of tfc «sf.xanaBa 1 o r.ir\; 

2n IXcMtsSx*' csx! ooaiar JLrw': by '.’n tira* tevennnac, 
nrvioly, flat Vaxpln* na2ft •;»: iionda T ‘aftv’«w 

«>-tvL2 crrxtl" yua tri. ii '.coo cncun'. u in aaretstt 
:jrri»r.iy c-ccasr:- nLth ‘Ztd 'bm:l :• • s'" Mac* • jaesftilu,, 
i. Imvo **.&e &tta& to tfco JQbes&an Ocwem.ioot tlx: OKoroo 
nxKxsito at* tin viitnocuson 1H* at*«:xllr< ; court t?i£n purr. 

• • tJr: >'. CMC oC tlr -Jdb'^i t cxk 

a co^ of tt» Mlnsrlon oar troy oT l tt'ito* s 

—-—— -ii«v SJ// • • a? tv :'/>::d Aj.rH r-sia’a :>. oeii- 

c3£taaa{»cy» tHa rwt Coil to vvct-.a Or, tv ocnrnc 
i!> tin fortinr iLiLtx.rntiai .ixTxlocxi 'r T ;,> iyrOcj. tVEiiiv 

co^v of tHn OwpatCh in belt oar/; ,0 ‘ 

IV> jbX( n (jfTSoc* 

I hnvc in Itaacur to bo* 

lie's 

M| lit! :• 









663/1 


British Legation, 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 
3Dth April, 1946. 




Hr* Secretaiy of State* 

I haro the honour to refer to your Rote lumber 
594/D«F, of tto 20th April rc^aidin^ the Hobart sport «irf- 
boiit diflas ier q im ** a nd to inf one four Excci-lency 
I have received fraa the Paymaster* s Office three c .cause 
for ^ 63*50 each In favour of M&eare*Iioriai Bongura, HolioIu 
lofena and Daoda Fofana in respect of their oxpmmm in 
Bovorbor and Lecsnbw last* In thanking y®* f°^* thxe W- 
mlttance I would mention that the amount due in retype at of 
each of those eitieeeee me ^ 06 , 50 , tlwa there la a bol^.cG 
etHl outstanding sroaunt^rjg to /»9* 00 

2. As indicated in tte first paragraph of my Rote 
Ho* 535/1 5 / 3/46 of like 9th April* I now have the hccuxir to 
enclose ^tatetadita of asqxrwes incurred by the witnesses* 
Manolu fofana* Dspd** Fofana* Mcrlai bang uia # Ja w a V*DOiiarty* 

E US «* 7%mm* t& Shim «S is* 

attervianoe at the Court In Harsh* 


•t * 
** » 


Mcmalu Fofaim 

[b) Daoda Fofana 
*cj Iterlai Benicia ** 
(d) James V* Doherty* * 

(K, B. To tills chould be added #14 
aa the s# a* Lai rtf* 

did not sail until 16th April)* 

(c) a* »»t *1 

(H f R» To this should be added #14 
sa the a*s* "Mangregor Laird* 
did not sail until iSth April)* 


*• * 


*** 


* * * 
«*• 
* * * 


* * § 


* * 


(f) C. DftTiee 
H.3. to this should be aOdeci 
7^4. 00 as the a.fl."«aogregor 
Laird* <lid not sail until 
tflth April). 


* * * 



** ** 


* * • * 


* 4 * 


* 71.20 

14.00 


*71.20 

litaOO 

*64.20 

<k°o 


7^28 
76.28 
76.28 » 


85.20 


85.J0 


98.20 


(g) U U. falters ... 263.10 
(H.B. To this should be added 
jifl4.00 as tho a.B.*ltaesregar 
Laird* did not sail until 
18th April). ... .... ... 14*00 


Flue balance fa** as noted 

in paragraph 1 above 


* * * 


$ 


JL .jo 

57^54 

■■ .A oo 

TOTAL * 56J.54 


Lie Excellency The Secretary of 3tate, 
The tloncFjnblt Gabriel L» Dennis, 
Depart icnt of State, 

Republic of Liberia, 
XuKR(jTXa, 


5 . 




















5. I should ccoordin~ly "bo sratoful if -;e iJOVr “ 

** . — _ _ - * _.JL . J A.— iu 4 VI <4l 



3 J 3 ! of jfcj33.5d oo-tli be remitted to jo in --- 
trmraaiiisiQn to H1* SsoollMaff The Governor of 3n 
Icons for distribution to the vdtneaeCB in <*»»** 
copy of tic authority for ifcU sisnod by the abov 
named witaesaea U endowed* 

Pleaae peefipt* Hr. 9#otP#Uiy of State, tSi 
mbum of *y hisbeat consideration end «*teew 







H. 3- M. MINISTER 



4 







(635/lW^) 

17. 


2J+th ipril, 19M>» 


Sir, 



1y soa. 


2. As ti**® > 
fwnd it- *it.oe scary 


addition to the advance reported in ay despatch IJumter 


2. Ab -ilicae i»n were entirely without funds I 
it i^-oessary to aafce further advance s to is a m 


14 a These ativiotoes were as follows 

(a) To Ja«>B V.Doherty, Xauny Charlie 

Davies Albert 1L Waiters, U. 
each, i»o. £3Q.«».“d. in all. 

Repatriation expenses overland in respect of 
y L f.-r.fiiu Pofena, Horlai Banscla and Paoda 
Pofana, U.S./f10.50 each, i*e. £7* 17. &d. in 

(c> Deck passages to j*reetomi in respect of Jar* 
Doherty, T.LeiJi# C.Davios anl A.M. Wallers, 
U.S */?.90 each, i.a. £7.l8.-d. in all. 

The Shipping Cawr* a i^oeipt vtIII he forwarded to the 
Korcij vi Office with ay accounts. 


His Sxcelioncy f 1 .* doverow, 

FBKSPOStT, 


3. 


Sierra Leona. 







% 1 finalose copies oi their unlertakinga to repay 

ana I trust that you will approve ay dobitinp you with 
these emounts in ay current account tith the foreign 
Office, crediting you with such auounta as I eventually 

rcoeive fro;.! tea liberlwi Government on this account. 

* 

4. As outca* of the trial, 1 Iwpe 

to be able to transmit a report to you in tlia course 
of the next few days. 


I liave trie honour to bo, 

Sir, 

Y our Excellence-’ 1 s obedient Servant, 


tBtrarm 

























594/D.F. 


20th April,1946. 


Mr. Minister: 


I have the honour to inform you 


that according to a letter Just received 


s* 


from the Attorney General 


"...The Department(or Justice) 

"has found that checks in the 
"amount of $63.50 each in 
"favour of Messrs. Morlal Ban- 
"gura, Momolu Fofana and Daoda 
"Fofana, witnesses in the boat 
"accident case at Cape Mount, 

"are lying in the Disbursing 
"Office." 

If the parties named above are still 
in the City, I shall appreciate your advising 
them to call at the Paymaster's Office of the 
Treasury Department on any day after Monday 
the 29th instant to sign for and receive 
their respective checks. 

Be pleased, Mr. Minister, to accept 
the renewed assurance of my high consideration 
and esteem. -- -- v 


.^SEC RETARY OP -STATE... 


His Excellency John E< 

H.E.M.Minister Plenipotentiary 
and Envoy Extraordinary, 
British Legation, 
Monrovia. 





3-3 V 







597/D.F. 


23rd. April, 1S46. 


Mr. Minister: 

Reverting to your despatch No. 

435/13/2/46 of 19th March, 1946, I 

have the honour to quote hereunder the 

information rendered by the Attorney 

General in response to this Department's 

request for information touching the 

prosecution of the case of Grand Larcen v 

which grew out of the Cape Mount surf- 

boat disaster, and which was tried at 

the February(1946) Term of the Fifth 

Judicial Circuit Court in Robertsport: 

■ At the opening of the February 
"Term of the Circuit Court for the 
"Fifth Judicial Circuit, we des¬ 
patched a prosecutor for the pur¬ 
pose of the prosecution of the 



versus l 

Titi Chea,et al. ) 

Defendants) 



His Excellency 


John Bow—* 


nn cuw 

H.B.M. 

and 



\ . 





- 2 - 


"for eighteen months and to make 
"restitution In the sum of $3,540.58* 

" No exceptions were taken to said 
"Judgment and the convicts are now 
"serving their sentence at the 
"Central Prison In Monrovia, 

" We have sent to the Court at Cape 
"Mount for a copy of the Judgment, as 
"well as the Commitment Issued by the 
"Court in the premises. 

" As soon as these are received the 
"question of restitution will be taken 
"up with them; and as soon as that is 
"obtained you will be advised of the 
"results," 

Please accept, Mr. Minister, the assurance 
of my high consideration and esteem. 









623/1V 2/^' 








20th April.. 194-6* 






4 * 

20 * 4 ** 




of. 


Gentlemen, 


With reference to tiie attached account 
X have ranch, pleasur® l 1 ' enoXoaias clic<jie 

for U.S./31.60 in settlement thereof. 


please send ne your receipt for #a«» 
in triplicate in due cwirso« 


I an. Gentlemen, 
Yours very truly, 



H. B. M. MXNISTSL 


Messrs. Paterson, Zochonis A Co. Ltd. , 

i£0l ROVTA, 


Liberia. 







535/13/2/W. 


British Legation* 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 
9th April, 1946* 



Mr. Secretary of State, 

I have the honour to refer to Tour Excellency** 
Mote number 4^9/lXP* of the let April regarding the 
Eobertspert surf-boat disaster mid to infom you that 
1 am making arrant icnts for the return to Sierra I/sonc 


tj~: T */ 


Bangula, Janes T. Doherty, T.Leigh, C.DnWtes and A,M* 

Valters* As soon os this Is ecepleted and I hare a full 
statement of the ejpenees incurred by these mn in 
doming to Liberia I sill submit it to you for settlement 
by tie Llberlar. authorities concerned* 

i 

2* In your Mote under reference you. mentioned that 
the Honourable Attorney-Central stated that aha quo a sere 
lying in the Peynaater 1 * Office to cover the expenses of 
tie vitnesses during Neverubor and December, 1945, about 
which Mr, Vaughan wrote to you on tile 5th January, 1%£, is 
his letter number 26/13In connection therewith, I 
wxHd add that Mr,Qrshi called at the Paymasters Office 
on the Ota April end ms informed that so such cheques were 
in his possession. In these alroimstancos, I should be 
grateful if you could kl ndly cause enquiries to be made with 
a view to clearly up this natter, 

3* With regard to the point that all the witnesses 
ahculd hare returned from Cape Mount to their hoeas, I have 
the honour to state that each of the witnesses informed me 
that they were instructed by ttr.Mtz&olti Cooper, ttw Assistant 
Attor^ey^Cenerel, that they should report to the British 
Legation, Monrovia* 

4* I should accordingly ^ grateful if stupe could be 
taken with a view to settling the Koreober and December, 

1945, expenses of the witnesses end at the same tbn I 
oould be provided soon with a fUU report of the trial and 
Judfrent gfcwon together with a statement regarding the 
poss ibili ty of oiejniiiaatiori far the losses, for tmwntsalon 
to Hie- Majesty 1 * iVindpal Secretary of c>tate fbr Parole 
Affairs and to Ht Excellency Governor of Sierra Leone, 

Please e e e ep t, Mr. Secretary of State, the aaauraroe 
of wy highest oonsid erati on and sateen* 


l fsMUmv The Secretary of State, 
the Honourable Gabriel L. Beards, 


I.BDVEMK 


Diptr-t icmt of State, 

Republic of Liberia, 

maOTU, Liberia. 


HAM. MHH 3 ZBSL 
















8/4/46 


1 r 



I called at the Paymaster's Office this morning 


to collect the cheques for the expenses of the witnesses in the 


Roberstport disaster case which the Liberian Secretary of State 
in h.i.s letter No. 469/DF of 1/ 4/ 46 stated had been lying await in 
collection by uc since January. The Paymaster stated he had no' 
such cheques. I pointed out that the State Department had in¬ 
formed us that these cheques were in hie office but he insisted 
they were not there. 


The Secretary of State R.Li further states that the 
witnesses were infomad at Cape Mount they should return straigh 
to their homes , but each one of the witnesses statesthey were 
instructed by Mr. Moznolu Cooper, the Assistant Attorney General 
that they should report to the British Legation in Lonrovia. 



J * 0"* 


I 






520/1V 2/h 6 , 


4th April, 194 G. 


Gentle aen. 


l*he four un erneutioncd proplc are feeing 
repatriated to Freetown. I would fee , i^d if you 
would arrange deck passages for theu. free, 
feawdft to Fretown, per a. s* "KAGHBGGjR LAIRD* 
which ^ understand is due at Monrovia shortly. 

It is iigreod that t passage looney 'till te 
.C2,13* 2d. per person and this you will please 
debit to the account of this Legation* f 4- o~ $0^ 



Giierlic Davies 
All-art Walters 


I Ufa, Gentlemen, 
lours very truly. 


-i 03 sra,Paterson, Zooilords & C -.Ltd., 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia# 







*E, TIS UJCJERSIGTiKI), British Subjects, do hereby 
authorise H*I41Ulinist*r at Monrovia, Liberia, 
to receive ail .Monies due to us by the Liberia 
Governor nt on. account of our expenses in connection 
with the law-suit against Hr* &£3ihfAri for t^iie las# 
of our prop erty in the Surf-beat disaster at Cape 
Mount in April, 1945* 


DAT5D AT MONROVIA THIS 4th day of April, 



4*4* 194^* 












JAMS3 V. DOHERTY 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES INCLUDING SUBSISTENCE INCURRED FRCH 
FREETOWN TO ROBERTSPC5H AND THENCE TO MONROVIA, 
LIBERIA, AS STATE WITNESS IN TIE CAFE MOUNT 
SURF-BOAT DISASTER CASS - 4th March 
_ to 4t3 ■ Apri l, 1%4 in clusive. 


# * • 


• * * 


44 4 


» • • 


4 • • 


Train fare from Freetown to Bo ... 

Lorry transport from Bo to Pujebun 

-do- Pujehun to Sulina 

Transport and Carria^ from Sul I ti to York Island. • 
-do- York Island to Lundopo. 

Transport !y Ferry from Londopo to Rooertsport 
“do— Sulinia to York Island 

Subsistence for 6 lays journey from Freetown to 

Robertsport 

Transport fren Rooertsport to Monrovia, Liberia) 


* * * 




by Surf-boat 

Subsintencc at Robertsport frcra 4th to 17th 
Kerch — 14 days inclusive Qt 5/— per day 

Subsistence at Konrovia fren 18th March to 
4th April — IB days inclusive 9 5/- per day 


) 


* m 9 




4 4 4 


Estimated Expenditure 

Cost of transport by ship from Monrovia) 

to Pre- 'town ) 


4 4* 


4 • * 


4*4 


£. 

1 . 


s. a. 

8 . - 

a, - 

12 . - 

1 . -. - 

1. 5. - 

5. - 

2 . 6 

1 . 10 , - 

- 13. - 

3 . 10 . - 
4 , 10 . - 

£15. 3. 6a. 

2 . 12 . 6 


TOTAL ESTIMATED HCRNDITURE 


* 4 4 


£17* l6* 


£17*16* -<3* © Ue&j&Ej* to tlic £ 


444 U«S*^7l« 20 


i 


Monrovia., Liberia. 

4t)i April, 1946 . 


















JAMSS V. POHJgST 

TRAVKLUMG EYPSISES DiCLUDEtG SOBSISTKNCB IHCUP.RED FROM 

msssom to mmacsetm did thsncs to Monrovia, 

LIBERIA, AS STATE WITNESS IN TIE CAJ® IIOTO3T 
SURF-BOAT DISASTER CASE - 4th March 
to 4th April, 1946. inclusive. 


* e 9 


• ** 

• * * 

• * * 


• * * 

• * * 

* * • 


Train faro frora Freetown to Do 
Lorry transport tram Bo to Pujehun 

Pujehun to Sullxoa 

and Carriage froo Soling to York Island*. 

York Island to Londopo. 

Transport by Fancy frcaa Londopo to Roberteport 

-do- Sulin/' to Yatri: Island ... 

Subsistence far 6 days journey Arum Freetown toV mm 

Rctoertspart ) 

Traraport Aron Robert sport to Monrovia, Liberia)... 

by Surf-boat ) 

Subsistence at Robcrtspcrt Area 4 th to 1 ?th 
Burch m 14 days inclusive Q 5/— per day 

Subsistence at Monrovia fran 18 th March to 
4th April - 18 days inclusive G f/- per day 


1 

) 


Mltdaated Expenditure 


• • » 


* ** »*t 


Cost of transport by ship ftreta Monrovia) 

to Freetown )*** 

TOTAL ESTIMATED KYCSHIimJRK 


** * 


see 


£» s» 

i. a. 
a. 
12 . 

1. 

1. 5. 
5. 
2 . 

i. 10. 
-* 13. 

3 * 10 . 
4. 10 . 


£15. 3. 6 d. 

2 . 12 . 6 

» J J17. 16. —d. 


£f7. 4i U«S.j^4 to t’o £ 


e ** 


... J* o./7l • 20 


Monrovia, Liberia. 
4th April, 1546. 


























TCWT LKDSH 



* » * 

* * * 


* * 


4 * • 


* * * 


Train fare fnn Freetown to Bo .., 

Lorry transport frets Bo to Pujehun 

“ do “ Pujehun to Sulima 

Transpor fc and Carriage from Sulii - to Yoric Islam.. 

~ do “ Torfc Island to Londopo. 

Transport 1 iy Ferry from Londopo to Rooertsport 

“ dt> " Sulima to York Island 

Subsistence for $ days journey from Freetown to) # 

Robert s port ) 

.transport from Robert sport to Monrovia, Liberia) 

by Surf-bod 

Subsistence at Robertsport from 4 th to 17th ) 
March - 14 days indiisive <J 3/~ per day 

Subsistence at Monrovia from 18 th March to 
4 th April - 18 days indusive @ 5 /- per day 


♦ * * 


• 4 * 


E3ti\iated Expenditure 


* * * 


*# • 


Cost of transport by ship frr*n Monrovia ) 

to Freetown ) 

TOTAL ESTIMATED KXEKNDr 'URR 


•*4 


4 • e 


* * * 



3* 

a* 

1. 

a. 

- 


a. 

- 


12 . 

- 

1. 


- 

1. 


- 


5 . 

- 


2 . 

6 

1. 

10 . 

- 

- 

13 . 

- 

3. 

10 . 

- 

4. 

10 . 

- 

ei5. 

3 . 

6d. 

2 , 

12. 

6 


£17. 16 . - 

MKi 


£l 7 .io.-d. a U.S .^4 to the *;. u.s.^71.20 


Monrovia, Liberia. 
4 th April, 1946, 

















* * * 


Train fare from Freetown to Bo 
Irfwxy transport free Bo to Fujehun 

" do “ Pujehtm to Sulim . 

Tran^jort and Carriage from Sulim to Torfc Island.. 

Tor. Island to Londopot 
Txmvcvt ly Ferry from Londopo to Robertsport ... 

Sulim to York Island ... 
Subsistence f«s? 6 days Journey from Freetown to) #-# 

Robertsport ) * * 

Tran^>ort from Robertsport to limrovla, Liberia) 

ty Surf-boat )*** 

Subsistence at Robertsport froa 4 th to 17 th ) 

March - 14 days inclusive <1 5/- par day r** 

StArtatBODe at Monrovia from 16th March to ) 

4«i April - IS days inclusive 0 5 /- per day ) 


• * * 


!■ torn ted Kxpenditure 


» * * 


of transport by ship from Monrovia ) 

to ftneetoim j 

TOTAL KSTBJAIKD SXH'iCDITUffii 
£17.t6.-d. au.3,^4 to the £ ... , 


* * * 


• * # 


£m 3m 

1. a. 
a. 

12 . 
1 . 

1 . 5 . 
-• 5 . 
2. 

1. 10. 

13. 

3 . 10 . 
4 * 10. 


£ 15 . 3 - 64. 
2 . 12* 6 

£ 17 . 16. - 


... if.fj.^7i.20 



tiwia, Liberia. 
4th April, 1940 . 



















CHARLIE DAVIES 


TRAVELLING EXPENSES INCLUDING SUBSISTENCE INCURRED FROM 
FM BsTCMN TO RCBERTSPCRT AND THENCE TO MOiSOVIA, 
TdhwKlA, AS STATE WITNESS IN THE CAPE MOUNT 
SURF-BOAT DISASTER CASS - 17th February 
4th Aprils 1946, inclusive. 


lit 


* # # 


* * # 


tt • 


* * * 


»« f 


# * * 


Train Tare frou Freetown to Bo 

Lorry transport from Bo to Pujybnr. 

-ao- Pujehun to SuLLia 

Tra/iSf>ort and Cerria^o from SulL^a to Yor-c Isltu*i . 

—o°— Tor/ Island to Londovo .,, 

toansport try Ferry from Londopo to R 0 bertsport ... 

"do- Sulima to Tort Island ... 

Subsistence for day^ journey from 1’roetown to Ro¬ 
bert sport 

Transport from Hobertsport to iio/urovia, !■■>> «< 

by Surf-l>oot 


17th March - 29 days inclusive Q 3/- per day 

Subsistence at Monrovia from 18th March to 4th 
April - 18 days inclusive 05/- per day 

Estimated Expenditure 

Cost of transport by ship from Monrovia) 

to Freetown 


J 


* • * 


£ 21 . 1 . 


Total Eatiionted Expesnditure 
Cl* li.S.^4 to ua £ s 


£• 3. 

1 * 3 . 

3. 

-. 12 . 

1 . 


• 5m 


5. 

2 . 

1. 


ai 

<••• 


13. 

- 

to) 

7. 

5rn 

«* 

]“■ 

4. 

10 . 

- 

m m m 

£18. 

a. 

6d. 


2 . 12 . 6 


£ 21 . 1 | 


«•* U. S.^34.20 

gss-Rg sese 


Monrovia. Liberia. 
4th April, 194-6* 



CHARLIE DAVIES 














CHARLIE DAVIES 


TRAVELLING DEFENSES INCLUDING- SUBSISTENCE INCURRED FROM 
FR EETOWN TO RQBERTSPCRT AND TFENCE TO MONROVIA, 
IJ Hartt , AS STATE WITNESS HI THE CAFE MOUNT 
SURF-BOAT DISASTER CASE - 17th February 
4th April i 19M>» inclusive* 


• e • 


* * * 




* * • 


• * • 


Train faro from Fret town to Bo ... 

Lorry transport ftran Bo to mjyiiun 

—do- Fujehun to finH-na 

Transport and Crriage frora ai'H^ to Tori: Island . 
HHHMHH >' York Island to Londopo 

y Ferry frcri Londopo to R 0 bertsport ... 

Sulima to York Island ••« 

Subsistence for 4 days journey from Freetown to Ro~ 

bertspart 

Transport froa Robert sport to Monrovia, Liberia),.. 

by Surf-boat ) 
Subsistence at Robert sport frua 17th February to) 
17th March — 29 days inclusive Q 5 /— per day )* 

Subsistence at I'onrovla fron 18th Karch to 4th 
April - 18 days inclusive 05/- per day 




Estimated Expenditure 

Cost of trrojjort by Mrif fron M o nr ov ia) 

to Freetown )** 


* • m 


Total Egtiofttod Expenditure 
i!21.1.«d. 0 U.S./4 to the £ m ... ... 0.3.^84.20 


.0. C. 

0. 

1. 

3. 

- 


a. 

- 


12. 

- 

1. 

-. 

- 

1. 

5. 

- 


5* 

- 


2. 

6 

1. 

- 

- 

"♦ 

13. 

- 

7* 

5. 

- 

4. 

10 . 

- 

£13. 

8. 

6 d» 

2. 

12 * 

6 

~ ft* 

M! M 

1. 

-d* 


MMii'i-irln, Liberia. 
4th April, ISM* 






















ALBEIT a. WAT.ngRS 


# TRAVELLING EXPENSES INCLUDING SUBSISBWGE BICURHSD XBOC 

MONROVIA TO HGBBKT3P0RT AND RETURN TO MONROVIA, 

LIBERIA, AS STATE WITNESS IN THE CASE mibw 
SURF-BOAT DISASTER CASE 14th February to 
4 th April, 1946, inclusive* 


Subsistence at Robert sport fraa 14 th February) 

to 1 ?t- March O 3/— per tiny }••• *** 

Transport from Robertsport to Moarvtria . 

Subsistence at Monrovia from 18 th March to 4 th) 

April - iGth clays inclusive Q 9/- per day ) ••• 

Estimated Expenditure M , 

Cost of Transport by ship ft on Morrovxa) 

to Freetown. j 

TCfli-L ESTIMATED EXTEUDIlUKK ... 


£. 

3e 

a. 

8. 


- 


13 . 

- 

4* 

10. 

- 

£ 13 . 

3. 

-a 

2. 

12. 

*6 

£ 15 . 

15 . 

6a 


- 15 . 15.6a. Q U.S.J&. to tlie 




t * • 


* i • 


it. r>. £ 63,10 


« 

Monrovia, Liberia. 
4tli April, 1 946 . 













ALB51J M, 'TALTERS 


TRAVELLING EXPENSES DfCLUUENG SUBSISTaJGE XKgfiSOOJ FECK 
KDB80VIA TO RGBBtTSPGKT AND BKTURU TO UCKKOVIA, 

LUiatlA, AS STATE WITNESS IN THE GAH5 HOD 
SORMOAT DICIER CASK 14th I'ehruaiy to 
4tli April, 194(5, inclusive. 


Suhsxstenoe at Robert sport fToa 14 th library) 

to 17 th © 5 /* per day (••• ••• 

Transport from Robertsport to i-anrovia ... ... 

Subsistence at IJonrovia fron 18th March to 4th) 

April - 18th days inclusive Q 5/~ \ ••• 


3* d. 
6 . - 

13. - 
4. 10. - 


Ksti.»tod Expenditure ... 

Cost of ttuqport by ship from Monrovia) 

to i Tee town ) 

TOTAL ESTIMATED JSXiSNDITD®; 


£13* 3. -d. 
2 . 12 . 6 

£15. 15. 6d* 


£15.15.6d* O tl. 3.^4 to the £ • *.. *** 0 * 3 .^ 63.10 



• * 



AJJERT M. WALTERS* 


4 tii April, 1946 , 















MOMOLU BQKANA 


TRAVELLING- KXPEJKES XTi'CIJJDXNG- SUBSI3 jZEIJCK INCURRED FROM 
BLA. 1 ^. TO EQUERTOPORT AMD THENCE to MONROVIA, T.TRgPTA 
AS STA TE WIT NESS IN HUE OAK MOUNT SUEF-30AI 
J)1 1 SST'il 1 ASS — l6th February to 4>tU April 
- 1940, inclusive. _ 


* * * 


* * * 


m * * 


Train fare froi Slam to Bo ... 

~ do ~ Bo to Sullina . fM 

Transport and ‘Jaiviage ii'on Suliraa to York Island 

-do- Tork Island to Londqpo ... A 

Transport by Ferry from Londopo to Robert aport 

" a °~ Suli-aa to Yox*k Island... 

Transport fioa Rbbertapoi’t to Monrovia., Idberia,) 

by Surf-boat 1 

SU ?^f t w I1Ce , at Ro ^ erts P«*t from 1 6 th IVhruur J -o) 

1 7th March, 194^, (5 i/- per day j 

Subsistence at Monrovia iron 18th March to l_th 
April - 18 days inclusive © V- per day 


I 


* * • 


• • • 


• * * 


s# 

6* 

-• 15. 

1. -* 


* * * 4-* 10* 


d* 


* * * 1 * * 

... -• 5# - 

• *. *** 2* b 

... 13* 

* * * 7* 10* — 


Bsti.datccl JK^aniiJLture 
Cost of return journey froti J.Ionrovia to i 

S&tt .. ) ••• 

TOTAL ESTIMATED BSPENDHURE 


...XI C. C. 1G&, 

• •• 12 . € 

• 1. 4d. 


£19.1M a to toe 


• * * U.L. fa fu. 2^} 

















Moaam fqfaua 


TBAYKLXJKG KXEESES DjCLQIXDC SUQC1S3SN35 EfCUBEKD r'R: 
BfJIMA TO HCBKBTSPGRT AM) THEMES TO MCKHOVIA, t.Tmpti j 

as nx >; m:.2ss u: ins caje jscrrr suef-j>aa!T 


DlrakjyiW? CASK - 16 th February to 4th April* 
1046. inclusive. 



Train Tare from HUna to Bo ... ... ... 

* • • 

£* 

8* 

8. 

Qm 

4 

-do- 3o to Sulim ... ... ... 

• «« 


15. 

* 

Transport and Carriage lVon Sulim to York Islfuid 

* * # 

U 


- 

•J®" Tork Island to Loudcpo ... ... 

* * a 

1. 

5. 


Transport by Sorry fron Londopo to Robert sport 

* • « 


5* 

- 

Sullen to Tcri: l3lxuuL.. 

• m m 


2. 

6 

transport from Rdbertaport to Koiirovia, Liberia,) 

by Surf-boat ) 

• * * 

-• 

13* 

- 

Subsistence at Roiertsport from 16th February tc) 
17 tli 3 larch, 1946, 9 $/— per day 

* * * 

m 

tm 

1G» 

- 

Subsistence at Monrovia fron 18th Imrch to 4th ) 
April - 18 days inclusive © 5/-. per day ) 

• • • 

4* 

10. 

- 

Kptinatcd Expenditure 

...El 6. 

a. 

10a. 

E5oet of return jcuxuey ftftaa Monrovia to j 

3LAMA *. J *** 

* ** 


12 . 

6 

TOTAL ESTIMATED EJC^NDITURE 

* * * £15* 

1 . 

W. 


£1%1«VU ft U,S*>£4 te the £ = ... ... U.:j.^7J.23 

' - ”* — T - r — 


ML2JJC7IA, LTORIA. 
4th April, 1%.6. 


ii/to/fcarfc 

my 

W rtnif 


K 


/ 


GBKB& 

4.4*46. 




J/oms L. X 

/7 


















ISOHLAI BAiJGULA 


TRAVELLING- EXFbNSES INCLUDING SUBSISIISICE INCURRED FR OM 
HLAMA TO HQBSKTSPaKr AND THENCE TO MCKRGVIA, LIBERIA, 
AS STATE WITNESS IN THECAES MOUNT SURF-BOAT 
DISASTER CASE — loth February to Vth 
April, 194-6, inclusive. 


* m 


• • * 


* * * 


t • • 


* * 


Train fare from Blama to Bo 
-do- Bo to Sulltaa 

Transport and Carlisle 2hA Suliaia to York Talann 
-do- fork Is lane to Irondcpo ... 

Transport by Ferry from londopo to Ro'oertspart 

—do- Suil ia to fork Island 


« •* 


• * 


• i • 


# # * 


It* 


’I 


♦ ft 


Transport fror. fiobex'tsport to Ko trovia, Liberia 

by Surf-boat 

Subsistence at Robert sport from l6th February to ) 
17th March, 1946, 6 $/- per day ) 

Subsistence at Monrovia from Ifith March tc 4 th ' 
April - 18 days inclusive i-j 5/- per lay ) 

•a t iian ted Expo nti 1 ti ire 

Cost of return journey from Monrovia to ^ 


* * * * 


£. 


s. 

8. 


d. 


15. - 

1 . - 

• 3 . - 

5. - 

2 . 6 

13 - - 

7. 1C. - 

4 . 10 . - 


... 11 ■ o, 10d. 

... 2 . 12 . 6 


TOTAL ESTIMATED BCIBNDITOHI ... £ 1 % 1 . 44 , 


0 -19. O '.3, A ta t-iC jS = . ... U.3.JS76.28 

MONROVIA, LIBERIA. 

, 1946 . * 


4 * 4.46. 














1BRLAI BAIJGULA. 


TRAVXLLJIi'l SXFS8SES HCLUDH4& SUBSISTENCE DCDRRKD BHQM 
KAMA TO ISBOEZSPaH? AND THENCE TO MONROVIA, LIBERIA, 
AS STATE aiBSSS IN THECAPE MOUWT SUHP-BGAT 
DUSASTiji CA3S — 1<rfch February to 4th 
April, 194>, Inclusive* 


9 m m 


Train fare fraa Siam to Bo ... ... 

^o* Bo to SuIi^A * * • •«* «* # 

Transport and CaridajjG fr-aa Siixi-i& to York Irt'ljxru* 
-do- York Isinnu to Lc;*-Opo 
Transport by Ba r ry frcaa Londqpo to Roller taper t 

Sulim to York I si rnd 


* * * 


♦ * • 




##* 


I 


Transport fruu Roberv sport to Monrovia, Liberia, 

by Surf-boat 

Subsistence at Robert sport fren iSih February to ) 
17th I larch, 1 746 * Q 5/“ per dny ) 

Subsistence at ifonrovia froa loth March to 4th ) 
April - 13 days inclusive u 5/- per day ) 

Estimated Expenditure 

Cost of return jour n ey from Monrovia to HLnma 


9 a * 


9 9 9 * 


^9 

% 


0. 

4* 


IS, - 

1. - 

1, 5* - 

-* 5. - 

**• 2 m 6 

1 3 . - 

7* 1C. - 

4 . 10 . - 

£16. d, 10cL 

2 . 12 . 6 


TOTAL WgrniATgn KFKNDITUR, ... £19. 1. 4d, 


£19.1.42. O U.S.^4. to ttw £ 


99 9 


9 9 9 


.. U.S./76.28 


MONROVIA, LI3SOA. 
4th April, 1946 . 

'S/nffto nark 





~/u* 

Y * K 



44*4o. 















DACHA FOFANA 


TRAFXLLIKG SXPKiTKS INCLUDING- SUBSISTENCE INCURRED FHGK 
BLAMA TO PCQaERTSFCEP AMD THENCE TO MONROVIA, r.rwppr^ 
AS STATE NTU-ESS IN HUE ASE MOUNT SUHP-BGAT * 

PIS/1S M CASS — "16 th Februaiy to 4 th Ajrr i 1, 

1946. irtclusive. 


# * * 


* * * 

#• # * 


* * * 


) 


Train fare from Blarn to Bo 
•do— Bo to Suliroa 
Transport and Carriage from Sulina to York Island 
-do- York Inland to Londopo ... ... 

Transport ty Peny from londopo to Robertgport 

Snlira to York Island 

Transport from Robertsport to Monrovia, Liberia, 

by Surf-boat 

Subsistence at Robertsport from 16th February* to ) 
17th March, 1946 , 0 5 /— per day J 

Subsistence at Monrovia fran 13th March to 4-th 
April - 18 days iiwlusive © 5/- por day 

Estimated Sjqpendil 
Cost of return Journey from Monrovia to HLamr 

TOTAL RgTTtfATyp KXHttdtfTURE .. 

£19.1.4d. 0 U.S.A to the £ - ... . 


* * * 

• •• 


1 


• * # 


• * * 


* * • 


m • • 


* * * 


* t * 


£. 

s# 

a. 

"■* 

3, 

4 

**• 

15. 

- 

1. 


- 

1. 

5. 

- 

** 

5. 


** 

2. 

6 


13. 

- 

7. 

10. 

- 

4. 

10. 

- 

£16. 

6. 

10d. 

2. 

12. 

6 


1. 

4L 


* e • U* 26 






Monrovia, Liberia. 
4tli April, 1946. 


DACHA 















BftOm FDKAKA 


w TRAVELLING EXPENSED J2K33BXHC SUBSISTENCE i m r r P Rfvn prqk 

W BLAU& ID HCBHOSPCEC AHD TNKHCE TO MONROVIA. LHEZ'JA, 

••3 3L4TE IE2JE33 IN 2HE AES MOUNT 3UKF-BQAT 
M' • C l;’; - loth Febrnr^r/ to 4th Aorll, 


tr:~n f.-rc frcra Bla'.-n, to lio ... ... ... 

m • * 

im 

** 

c • 

*'. 

c. 

4 

-. .o- Bo to Solimp ... ... ... 

** * 


15. 


Tranwi't one! C-.zrrl-^c ftsrm Gulina to To?*: Iala.il 


I. 



-3o- York Island bo Lonflcpe ... ... 

* * * 

• • 

r 

- * 


a-t* sy-r^’t he* FoitCT? fVer'. Lcsndrpo to HobertmoerTt 

• * * 


5. 

- 

SAina to Totfc Island 

■ * * 


2. 

6 

TcBiuqp>ort fro ' .,‘jl :cr*. to .iccirovla, Li’x>ria, ) 

lay Surf-boat ) 

* * * 

**w 

13. 

- 

o-jo z■?-e.;ce at Fchertfr%ort fror. iSth Fehni-r^ to » 
17tfc Itarch, 1946, O 5/- per ftp ' 

* * # 

f’. 

10. 

" 

Subsistence at Monroria fro® 13th March to 4th ) 
Aprtu. » 1o (,£^/s -Liclusive ii> 'i>/ — per csy i 

• •• 

4. 

10. 

- 

Elluls talked r^^iendtitiDre 


£ 16 . 

e. 

ioo. 

Cost of return j<*sraey fVan iuesravit? to n 

• * + 

2. 

12. 

6 

TOTAL J5SS: SSFEL.YURS ... 

* * * 

41% 

1. 

4a. 


£19.1.43. 9 T>.$.j£4 to the £ 


* * * 


+ » « 


• U.../76.28 


}-faX'-rovla, Liberia* 
4th April, 1 9*6. 






XfcClfc FCFA11A 
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, Ha i%/i. 

t- ft EG. N; cx V 

■• - *■* <*r<.*' 

469/D. F< 




1st April, 1946. 


4 


I 


Mr. Minister: 

With reference to your Note 
No. 468A3/2/46 of 23rd. March, 1946, 
the Honourable Attorney General has 
called attention to the fact that since 
the 31st of December 1945 it was made 
known that chenues were lying in the 
Paymaster* s Office to cover expenses 
during November and December 1945 for 
witnesses connected with the Robertsport 
surf-boat disaster, and that thereafter 
Government would not be responsible to 

pay additional expenses for travel of 

% 

witnesses from Cape Mount to Monrovia. 

a 

He states further that "all the witnesses 
should have returned from Cape Mount to 
their homes and payment in their favour 
would have been made In the usual way. 

There is no need for them to remain in 
Liberia". 

As far as I can recall Mr, Vaughan 


Cls Excellency John Bowering, 
H.B.M. Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary, 
British Legation, MONROVIA* 


4 


wa< 






z 


was Informed a few days before I left for 
London In January that cheques were lying 
in the Paymaster’s Office for Messrs. 
Monolu Fofana, Daoda Fofana and Morlai 
Banenla for November/December 1945 
expenses and that some one should be sent 
from the British Leration with authority 
to receive these cheoues. 


Please accept, Mr, Minister, 


the assurance of my high consideration 
and esteem. 



; 







4 fiyiV 2 A 6 


Brit&eh la^tiocki 

2 &U 10 YI/? Lil/orlc* 
23 r<l liarc’ •» 


;.lr* Soeretair of State, 

I hero the hanwir to reffer to ny Hote Mo. ^3 5/13/^/46 
of tl» 19tfc -larch regarding the Kobertsport ?? r? ~ . 
aisa-ter and to infom Tour LxccUency that .tc t -^cs, 
^xadu flcamo. Daoda ?oftm and JterL&i Beng fla 
called at this Lagf.tloxw As the;’rerc vi Awtfunds 
■w.i* then each an adwauce of 0.3.^10.00 *hlc&k 1 j ^ am 
nill 'ho roftsxtod hr the Idlwd*® GOTOnSBtrt -o this 
Iteration as soon no the total esrenscs la o^ctton with 
ttSr present wisit to Liberia are known. ****&£» I 
aliould he grateful for a voxy oerly repl7 to ^ J*°t? of 
t»jc 19th Sardi and sheaia also he gLad to k:^A*thor 

S 2 ££Srp»~» i» 

i’ofana an! Horl&i Bengal*., In addition to ftat of Mee^a. 
jmm T.roherty* ttnu Ial^i sad CharUo l* w*a. *» 
required V* tie Liberia Coronnnnt as tlnir camera-a idll» 
«****» to increase as long as ti*7 are here. 

I should also he grateful to rj«» V^tiier tia 

Liberian CovwvuBnt are now able tc kittle tie l ;-^ J 

aaftjeocisher ««fl«NB •* —I 1 —"* 

and Daoda Fofana, about which fcwTeu^an wrote to yon 

in his loiter Ife* 25 / 13 / 3 ^ <* 5th Janur ' xy 138 “■ 

Plcaso scoop t, J j. Secretary of State, the aatnrorcc 

of ict highest cc.iEiicration and estcen. 


j^n^Tiey The Secretary of State, 
■e i'onoursSdc Gaisrlcl jJeiuiio* 
Hop rtuWv of State, 

Jieruuiic of Liberia, 

iiil jiCVLi, Liberia* 


. ■ 


HfflRRWB 

1L B, M. HDilSDii. 


l 5 *iSMifcA -—mm 

1^3 V* 


. rSi< 

* • * 




& »l 5 










itir.h Legation, 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 




23 ixl .larch, 194-6- 


Ho. 14. 


5 * 


With further reference .to your telegram No. 184 
of the 16th March, regarding tlie attendance of Messrs. 

J.V. Doherty and Thomas Leigh at the trial of the case 
of Grand Larceny which arose out of the surf-boat 
incident at Cope Mount, I have the honour to inform 
Tour Excellency that the three witnesses for the 
prosecution, namely, Mornolu F of ana, Morlai Bangula aid 
Laoda Fofana, who have arrived fron Cape Mount, reported 
at tills Legation that the trial at Robertsport was com¬ 
pleted and that they liad oa:e to Monrovia to obtain tlieir 
expenses from th*e Liberian Government. They also asked 
me for some financial assistance for their subsistence 
whilst in Monrovia. I liave consequently given each of 
them the sum of U.S.^10.00, i.e. £7.l0s.-d. in all, as 
advances for their maintenance. I enclose copies of their 
undertakings to repay and I trust that you will approve 
ray debiting you with this amount in my current account with 
the Foreign Office, crediting you with such amounts at a 
future date as may be received from the Liberian Governaent 
on tills account. 

2. In these circumstances and in view of tlie fact tliat 
I have not received any official information as to toe 
termination of the trial at Robertsport, I sent a bote on 
the 19th March to the Liberian Secretary of State with a 
request tliat he would be good enot^Ji to furnish me at an 
early date with & f ull report of tlie trial and of tie 
judgment given. As soon as theoe reports arc available I 
will not fall to advise you accordingly. 


Ho. 14. 


5 * 



cellency Tlie Governor, 
SIERRA LEONE , 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Tour Excellency's obedient Servant, 












435/1 


BRZlISII 


:^r # ScCTL toy or SH&tef 

x haw the honour to refer Mrther to 7^ ^ 

,oA(S S2LS '22£f£m£El& 

(Oap« MW"*) JJfSJrinan the receipt tiwreof a tele£5» 
lottr BAdO*** SSmE L the Qovwnor of Siena I*"* 
wc»-S at:nt -O His sxoexx Legation tbft 

lnfoimlnp Mn thet you •****■*■ .. ttdlQd. to attend 
iiessrs. J. V. Doherty aM Tfamu H** *«* MlQa 
Sha trial at Robertsport. 

_ ._ _ ~~ ; ;vcd a roaOx to 12* above teles*®* 

I hnvo n*» rccx.j-v>-^ » •‘yt-'v _ M tv«ctowa 

1 „ iridch I sun advised that BoVar^aiA Lai^ lef^ee- 

on i'ctaucry 85th for MygNJ* .IJi 
aotbi H£ )ia& Tjeen of ti» s 11 - 00 * 

•ti^ssw^SsSSsSsr 

86UBTCBSS «-*** 

tia’oujfi laok of transport. 

Ttr.‘ arrived at Court after «» 

SSTMS {jtfSWSiSMSSBa-. -«* 

1*7 tl* proeecsutian toto present, 

1 fc 4 ItfSZVZ SS*SKSSSSP* 

ac soon wit; a full renort ox too “■*“ 

•>ivon. 

1 avail 4 /uolf of the 

Tcwr Exoolioi*oy tlio aBB-iranoe of h*®®** 
mil oatocii* 


1 B0WERI1G 

9 , B. K> MIHXSIM. 


a Bwwllonqy The 3oorct*xy of State, 
The llo:iourtilil* Gabriel L. De.^-u» 
Depixbaoat of i>tat-, 

Scrpubllo of Ldhc .le, 

iuxacnru, 

Liberia. 







13/. 

V~ eT * 


44* V « *. 


* . *x-< 











TELEGRAM. 





Cypher 

Code^ 

Clear 

From:— 


m 


r 


"G.T.C. M 


•i 


H. II. Minister Monrovia To :—Governor Sierra Leone 


Despatched 1330 March 19th. Received 


No. 24 of 19 th. March 



Your telegram Ho. 184. 

Doherty and Leigh called at this Legation today. 

* 

They arrived at Roberteport on March 4th. too late 
to give evidence in trial 

H. L. Minister 


St 





* 


<244£tt) WxZWM um S5 h U00 13 Sort*) 7 43 A.& H.W.Ltd. GpMS 
(SMli) wwantms {3 Som) 12 43 












TELEGRAM 


Cypher 



Gear 

From :— Governor* s Deputy 


To :— H.3. LuMinister 

Monrovia 


Sierra Leone 


Despatched 124D l6th Karcth* Received 18th February, 


No. i Bk 


of loth Karch, 19-4-9- 


Your telegram ho. 23 


Doherty and Leigh 

Advised above named left Freetown try Overland route 
for Liberia via Sulima February 25th and have not 
been heard of since. 

Presume they have entered Liberia. Please 
make further enquiries of Liberian authorities 


Governor's Deputy 



{♦0511 Wt, 3393*4215 40,000 <2 «st»j 11/44 G.S.SI. Gp. 620, 









370/13/2/46. 


British Lection, 



MCJIRCVIA, Liberia. 
11th March, 1946. 


Vjr. Sccrotniy of State, 

X have the honour to eoijiovrled^e receipt of 
your Note Uomy+2/jW of 7 th Horch, 1946 , infomlng ne 
that Messrs. James V. Doherty and Taxy Leigh, witnesses 
in the case which crew out of the surf-boat disaster 
at Cope Mount in April 1943, did. not attend the trial 
of the case of Grand Xaroezy. 

In view of tlie foot that I received a tclefprau 
fraa tlie Governor af Sierra Leone on 14 th February, 
inf amine no that Soberly, Leigh and Davies sere 
leaving rToetotn on February 19th to attend the trial, 
X an unable to account for their noo-appearanoe. 

I have telegraphed to the Governor of Sierra 
Loanc infoming liin of the na>-arr±vtd of Doherty « 
and Lelfft and ashing him to inf am as My these oen 
did not appear. OH receipt of tills iufomatian, X 
sill acquaint Tour Excellency with the foots. I 
presuoe tliat the other British witnesses in the case 
did present tliausaibres. 

Please accept, Ur. Secretary of State, tin 
assurance of ny liigLcst consideratior and 1 estoc • 



H.M. Charge d* Affaires, a.1* 


Excellency She Secretary of State 


, 


Tbs Honourable Gabriel L» Dennis, 


Department of State, 


Republic of Liberie, 

MCEiRGVXA, Liberia. 










TELEGRAM. 



Cypher 

Code "Cr. fTc. " 
Clear 


From: Charge d*Affaires al. 

*“onrovia 

Despatched HOO 10th. .arch 



To :— 


Governor Freetown 



Received 


I 


No. 


£3 


°f 10th, j-.larch 


Your telegram Ro.107. 

Liberian Government Informs me that Doherty and Leigh 
failed to attend trial at Robertsport. I presume the 
other witnesses appeared. I should be glad to be 
informed of the reSon for the non-appearance of these 
witnesses, 

* 

f 

Charge d’Affaires a.i. 




\ 


* 


t“in2n VM hi mdi S5.W0 |» SoiH» 7 - 43 A-4 E.W.Ud, 
iaeiioi m.itmiitf ta sort*} 12 43 , • 






















342/DF 


7th I larch, 1046 


'Sr. Char-'-- V Affaires: 


I have the honour to inform you 
that according to advice received from 
the Attorney—tenoral of Liberia, Messrs. 
James V. Doherty and Tommy Leigh, wit¬ 
nesses in the cases which grew out of the 
capsizinr of the surf boat of hr. R. A. 
Sherman in April,1945, did not com" to 
Robertsport to attend the trial of the 
case of Grand Larceny. 

The Attorney-General has stated 
among other things: 

"The case on trial is that of 
"Grand Larceny, in rrhich the 

"element of restitution to 
"owners Is involved; and in 
"asmuch as value has to be 
"proved, this cannot be done 
"without the testimony of the 
" owners(vitnesses), so that 
"thereby the results of the 
"case might be effected 
"because of the absence of 
"these witnesses." 


Accept, hr. Charge d*Affaires, the 
assurance of my conoid"ration-*nl.esteem. 


. Jam." s Graham, 

H.3. . Charge d'Affa 


British Legation, 


Monrovia, Li b ■ 



S' 
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British Legation, 

HOI 130VIA, Liberia. 
16th February, 1946 


862/16/3/46. 


Dear Ur. King, 

With reference t* your letter of February 
the 12th to Mr. Vaughan regarding the Surf-boat 
incident of last April, I hare been informed 
by the Governor of Sierra Leone that the witnesses, 
namly, Doherty, Leigh and Daria will be leaving 
Freetown on February the 19th by overland route, 
and hope to arrive at Cape Mount on February the 
23rd. other witnesses concerned have been 
adviced by their District Comalssloner to proceed 
to Cape Mount at the earliest opportunity. 


Tours sincerely. 


(Sgd.) James Graham 


The honourable G* T* 0. King, 
Acting secretary of State, 



Department of State, R.L.» 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 




TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Co^» G .T.C.* 

Clear 

From; _Governor’s Deputy 

Sierra Leone 

I >espatched 1740 14th.Feb. 


To :— H.M. Charge d'Affairea 
Monrovia 

Received 1030 15 th. February 


No. 


107 


of 14th.February 


Your telegram Ifc.19. 

Doherty Leigh and Davies leaving Freetown on Feb, 19th 
by overland route and hope to ai*rive at Cape Mount Feb. 
23rd. District Commissioner concerned has been asked to 
advise other witnesses to proceed earliest 
Governor’s Deputy. 




mi * 

Sr 


13 ]. 
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Mta, .A 


fe f ♦ * 
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(4051) WL 30638-1215 4 0,000 (2 sorts) J1/44 CSSL Gp.tiZD. 
















TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 




Code 

Clear 

From 



)• ’ . J. 


'■I. N. Charge d* Affaire^. 
: onrovia. 


Governor, 


own, 


Despatched 1 “ th !«»• Received 


Xo. 


19 


lf&h Pooruary, 1943, 


hy telegram No. 14. 

. ' 

Judge '’-nd government Prosecuting Attorney 


left llonrovia for Cape Nount today. 


Charge d*Affaires. 



■ ,Til 


J 

% 















(3 Soft* ? 4$ A.S EsW.Lid, Gp.*** 

<Ztm±] WMSJ712 m; 35,000 (U Soft*) 12,4^ 




























February 12, 1946. 



Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

I have just been informed by the Attorney 
General that His Honour W. I.Ionroe Pho-lps, Resi¬ 
dent Judge of the First Judicial Circuit, has 
been assigned to preside over the Circuit 
Court for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Grand Cape 
Mount County; and that he together with Attorney 

* ' "i 

Momolu Cooper, the latter of whom was specially 
retained by Government to prosecute the cases 
growing out of the surf boat incident of last 


April, left for Cape Mount this noming by motor 
launch specifically chartered for that purpose. 













l ooert sport Disaster v . * 




The Acting Secretary of otate told ne yesterday 

that the Department of Justice -as sending a man spec iell 

* 

to Robertsport to cirect this case. 


9/2/46 



I HM 


i 

* 









TELEGRAM. 



Cypher 
CodJ 
Clear 
From :— 


H. K. Charge d'^ffaireo^ 
Monrovia, 


Governor, 

Freetown. 


Despatched 5th February, 1946. Received 






No. 


14 


ol 


6th February, 1946. 


My despatch No, 1. 

Court is due to open on February 18th. Acting 
Secretary of ^tate is confident caae will be heard 
and desirea the presence of the witnesses. Please 


inform them accordingly. 


Charge d*^ffaires. 




f PiLt 


imi<i Muni '«'**x**^* 



i l *IS20| lOfli *jS,(wW> [’H Sort* 7 43 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.i&& 

fgflU&i Wtljtni 1U6 36.000 iS Sorts) 12,43 
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British Legation, 


97/13/^/46. MONROVIA, Liberia. 

6 th February, 1946. 



Dear Mr. King, 

1 have today sent the following telegram 
to the Governor of Sierra Leone in connection 

with the Robertsport case : 

% 

m 

* Court is due to open on February 16th. 
Acting Secretary of State assures me 
that the ease will In all probability, 
be heard and desirea the presence of 
the witnesses. Please inform them 
accordingly " 

This la the text that you and I agreed upon In our 
conversation yesterday. 

% ' Hi 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd. ) G. Edgar Vaughan 

* 

The Honourable C. 7. 0. King, 

Acting Secretary of state. 

Department of State, R.L., 

UQFHOVIA, Liberia. 







* 


139/DF 


January 31, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

In reply tc your Note of yester¬ 
day, the Court’s opening day is the 
Second Monday in February ensuing. 
With 7/a nr. regards, 



George E. Vaughan, Esquire, 

British Charge d'Affaires, 

British Legation, Monrovia. 




1 £ 2 / 13 / 2 / 46 . 


British Leg&tlon, 
MONROVIA, Liberia. 
30th January, 1946. 



Dear Ur. King, 

Thank you for your letter of the 
29th January, I am glad to hear that 
the Circuit Court at Robertsport will in 
*11 probability be held during next 
month. I hope that shortly you will give 
me the date of the opening, so that I can 
inform tho witnesses in accordance with 
the terms of mr Vote 84/15/2/40 of the 
17th January. 

1 also hope to hear from you when 
payment of the November term expense* 
ncy be expected. 


To urn sincerely 


(3gd.) G.Eagar Vaughan 


The honourable C. T. 0. King, 
Acting Secretary of State, 
Department of state. 

Republic of Liberie, 
HQHROVXa, 
Liberia. 




j-teLciAvLt w* L 


BU *** U ' 





2Sth January, 1946. 


Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

Referring to the Robertsport incident, I 
wish to advise that I have received information 
from the Honorable the Attorney General to the 
effect that in all probability the Session of the 

Circuit Court at Robertsport will be held during 
next month. 



George E. Vaughan, Esquire, 

British Charge d'Affairs, 

Br i t.i sh Le gat i <*** -- *j 

I PM Hz tS/jL 5 

fax 


*t: * 


1 
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( 87/13/2/46 ) 

ChargS d*Affaires, Monrovia, 
H. 11. Prin. Secy,of State 
for Foreign Affrs, Londdh. 


Legatl on, 

s 

Monrovia, 


Liberia. 

\ 

17th January, 6. 


Monrovia Saving No. 2 of 5th December, 1945. 

Foreign Office Telegram No.52 of 29th Dec,,1945. 


1. Copy of Monrovia 
Note lie* o/1£>a/ 46 of 
3*1.46, addressed to 
the Libori.Aii Secretary 
of State. 


The Surf-boat din- 

4 

aster off Cape Mount 
pending in Liberian 


2. Copy of the Liberian 
Secretary of States 
Note 49/DF of 14.1.46, 
addressed to H.B.M. 
Charge d* Affaires at 
Monrovia in reply to 
0K5 above, 

3, Copy of Monrovia 
Note No, 84/13/2/46 of 
17*l s 46,addressed to 
Liberian Acting Secre¬ 
tary of State in reply 
to (2 ) abo ve. 


Court of Justice, 



0 


* 





(85/13/2/40) 

Ifo. 


VT tta January t 1946. 


Sir, 


iTlth ref a ran ce to my despatch No. 1 of 
the 0th ol* January ©a the subject of the delays 
in the hearing of the Hobertsport (Cape Mount) 
boat disaster ossa, 1 have the honour to en¬ 
close a copy of Mote I have received from the 
Acting Secretary of State in reply to my Mote 
of the 3rd January, and a copy of my Note of 
the 17th of January in reply, j shall telegraph 
to you as soon as I have definite information 
t’ji< t ’kIjO case *111 be held and ask you to com~ 
municate at once with the six witnesses so thay 
may present themselves, 

I have now received from the Liberian 
Government payment of the balance of expenses 
incurred in August by the three witnesses, 
name!;/, Momolu ?of ana, Mori el Bangui a and 
Uaoda Pofana and, j shall credit you with the 
sum of So in my current quarterly 

accounts with the Foreign Office, 


2 have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

four Excellency's most obedient servant, 


(^gd. ) G, Edgar Vaughan 

His Excellency the Governor, 

fhbetomb, 

Sierra Leone, 










LSOATIOt, 

Lin-mA. 

lfth Jmj'U* ry, 1946. 


Mr. AltiBl ^OOretery of Mint*, 


Z taw tta taao w to Mka«*lMfi r*Mipt 
#f your Kota 40/u y ®f tta X4th Janukip is rej.iy 
*o ^ N«ta fco. S/i<iA/4G of tta 3rd Juatrp os 
«h» rttjHt of tta delays is tho hearing of tho 
tatartiptfl (0*pe Mount) taff-bott M Motor com. 

■ oopy of whiob i m sanding to Mo tajattp't 
rrlnelpol Moratory of H*t# for tawlgi Affair*. 

I or plowoiid to ia*m that ttiB oxpoaooa 
of tha iritMiHi os aoeount of tholr attendance 
taring tho HoooMor ton tan toon provided for 
and that tho uoparuaent of Justice Mil do all 
that la lawfully possible to proas for tho hear— 
lag of tta om*o. but tho practical aspaot of tho 
■attar lo that too sits* mss a living la sierra 
Lata* taatat bo expected to aoko a third frultloaa 
Joan.ap is February aod era antitied to roaolvo 
froa tbs sonpotsnt Utarlut authority ataqiiata 
■atlas that tha so art MU bo bold and tho os so 
board. In accordance, therefore, olth our reosnt 
ooavsroatlM on thta point, i should bo pt* t«ful 
If you soul# oomailMto to m at tha earliest 
poaalblo aaaoat tha data shon tho court *m opoa 
aad eenflrn that tha tadge win bo praoaat. z 
sould oah you to bo good enough to boar in Med 
the aietanooo that thaoo sltnoeeos have to eon 
and In tho oaoo of tho sltnoeaoa in Pr t mi tho 
iafnq*Mta of trovol opportunitlos by aoo and air. 

in regard to future expenses, j interpret 
your rename to naoa that thaoo sill bo m% on 
tbe mm tamo oo before. 


* avail arwlf of tha opportunity to oottvoy 
l 9 yao. Hr. toting Moratory of fitete, tho aoaur* 
anoo of ay highnat oonat deration and eateen. 


(Ogd«) 0,Edgar Vaughan 
H.»i.S.Oh«r*d d'xffalrda. 


The doting ueoreftavy or btata, 
Tha Mi ia wm o* r. o. king, 
bepartneat of stats, 
Nopubllo of LI Mr la, 
MUMuVZ*, 

Liberia. 


au a. /3 V 
hta M» R. 















49 M 


14th January! 1946. 


Mr. Charge d'Affairess 

I have the honour to acknowledge 

the receipt of your llote dated 3rd January, 

1946 , Ho. 3/13A/46, in which you informed the 
Department, upon instructions of his Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State ior j-'oreitpi 
Affairs that, His Majesty’s Government of the 
United Kingdom view "with great dissatisfaction 
the unjustifiable delay in the hearing of the 
case at Cape Mount for compensation against 
# the owner of a surf-boat that capsized on the 

# T “T^ L 

20th of April last, when a number of passengers, 
including British Subjects, lost their lives, 

and others their property"* 

Hie Department notes the comment 

made that "this delay has seriously inconvenienced, 

not to say prejudiced, the British claimants who. 

are also Liberian state witnesses": also Ills 

Majesty's Government's request "for a definite 

guarantee that the case will l e heard" at the 

next session of the Circuit Court at Cape Mount, 

as well as "a guarantee ttiat the reasonable 

expenses of the witnesses on tliat occasion will 

be met promptly". 

* 

Mr. G. Edgar Vaughan, 

I». B, M. Charge a'Affaires 
and Consul General, 

British Legation, MONROVIA. 






2 , 


I liave the honour to state that, whilst the 
Government regrets the delays which have prevented 
the final disposition of the case above referred to, 
yet it is without its purview to give any guarantee 
as requested in your Hote under reply that the case 
will be heard at the ensuing or any other session 
of the Circuit Court at Cape Mount. It is hardly 
necessary for me to point out that the prosecution 
stands on equal footing with any other party in 

# 

the Liberian courts* ffiia Department of Justice f 
however, will do all that is legitimate and lawfully 

possible to press for a hearing of the case; and 

4 ;'v * 

assurances have been given that, in all probability* 
the Circuit Court at Cape Mount will meet in its 
regular session in February next* 

With respect to your further request for 
a guarantee that reasonable expenses of the witnesses 
"on tliat occasion will be met promptly"* I have the 
honour to observe that there appears no justifiable 

m 

cause for such a request* inasmuch as the expenses for 
the attendance of these witnesses at the previous 
term3 of Court, save for the Hovember tern (payment 

r 

for which is being provided for), as well as the 
passage fare by air of some of them from Monrovia to 
Freetown last year, were all met without undue delay. 
Moreover, this Government could not guarantee the pay¬ 
ment of any expenses until same sliall liave become due; 
and, as the expenses to be incurred by these witnesses 
could tiardly be foreseen now, the Department of Justice 
could not be expected to be in a position to certify 
payment thereof to the Treasury until said expenses 
shall have been incurred, Hie Department i3 not 





3 . 




unmindful, however, of the contents of its 

comnuni cation dated August 29th last, 

* 

No. 1161/DP, 3rd paragraph thereof. 

Be pleased, Mr. Charge d'Affaire* 

to accept the assurances of my consideration 


and esteem. 









Robertsport Disaster 




: r 


lx ]:ing told me that the President had sent for the 
Acting Chief Justice and told hi:a that he must ensure 
that Uxrcuit Judges keep their appointments • Nonetheless, 
in view of the independence of the Judiciary, the Executive 
could not give a guarantee. 1 said I understood this, but 
if he would reply that they would do all in their power to 
see the court was held that \o uld ie satisfactory, jts 
regards expenses, he said t isse would be net on the- sane 
terms as before, and he said lie would write accordingly. 

I told him the November expenses were still outstanding, 
and he said he would look into this, he also promised to 
let me know before the trial when the Judge would appear 
so that I could let the witnesses know by telegram in time. 

I said this v;as necesifary as I did not want them to make 
a third journey in vain. r* / 

n/x/46 <rz* ■ 













26 / 13 / 2 / 46 , 


i 



British Legation, 
MCKUO/iJif Liberia. 
5th Janus ry, 1946, 


Dear Mr, Dennis, 

j received your letter *7o, of tha 

Slid January and am pleased to tell you th«t I 
t.aye received the i-ui-r of U,0.i 30,68 on behalf 
of ^qitjoIu iTof find] ale*!* 1 j» 0# 62 ondi^luir of 

dorlai Lungula and Daoda ?of ana, thtr~ c •-1- 
tllng the outstanding claims for expenses 
incurred in August last, 

1 shall hope to hear from you shortly 
that the cheque* are ready for the settle¬ 
ments of their expenses la Movoaber and Decem¬ 
ber , namely, U. J. -<66, 60 ouch, 

X ara very appreciative of your efforts 
in tfcie »atter. 


Yours eiacerely, 

(Sgd, ) G.Edgar Vaughan 


Mis Excellency The Honourable 
Gabriel L. Dennis, 

Secretary of 'itat®, 

Department of State, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia, 




|m.R*» fs/> 








( 21 / 13 / 2 / 46 ) 

No. 1* 


6th January, 1946. 


T hree 


Sir. 

vlth reference to iqy Savlngram Nc.29 of the 
5th December, on the subject of the difficulties 
of the claimants In the Robert sport disaster osne, 
I heve the honour to enclose a copy of a Note, 

I here addressed, on the Instructions of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stutc for Fgj fij^n 
Affaire, to the Liborian Secretary of State on 
this matter. 

I also enclose the undertakings to repay 
signed by”onolu Fofana, Morlai Banguia and 
Daoda a of ana for the rjuo of each which I ad¬ 
vanced to then to return l'*3t monte *o thei r 
homes. I have charged this amount to the Govern- 
r»ent of Oierra Leone in qy quarterly accounts with 
the Foreign Office for the December quarter, 1945* 
There is little doubt that a part if not all of 
the outstanding expenses will eventually be paid 
by the Libert an Government, ao 

I have made on this and a previous occasion are 
in my opinion covered. 


X have the honour to be, 

3ir | 

Tour Excellency's moot obedient servant, 

(3gd. ) G. Edgar Vaughan 


Hie excellency The Governor, 

Sierra Leone. 





»/ia.,/4d. 


anirrm LtO’vTKP, 

| VIA . LlB'iZLfA. 

am jMwiy, i»4ts 


0 

four .i.ealieua.?, 

* 

i have Uk« honour to inform four xoellunuy, cn 
«««• instruction* or Hia gejeaty'e i rincipal acmtary 
or »t*te Tor foreign ,.ff*ir», taut ala Majaoty'a n«n«B- 
awt in the ttulMi Klngdoa rtw witn gw»* dieeatiofaa- 
tion me unjutt-lTiahla delay in tha hearing of the - t c 
al Cape Kount for oowptnaation &galn< t. > oeacr of tha 
»uri -boat thfct c«pel*ad on tha 80tfc April lff-t# the* • 
nunhei- oi* pasaengerE# inducing lirltltih aukjreto, loot 
ttirlr liven, etu ©inure their property* Trdc aeltiy haa 
•,tij.eualy iuoonvaiiian<Hf4l, »Gi to tap prajuclood, the 

Hritl«4> clelriento, who am alao Liberian jtate altneetoe* 

« 

I «fi, uwi«fori!i lustruotoa to en n ,ulrr vt\et the 

iMxt eeerion of the cirault Court **t Uotuit la dm 

to open. and to aek for a definite guarantee thot tha 

ottoa alii ha heard »t thut aeealon* At the aaoa tlao, 

2 Mm to a etc for a guarantee thut the reanonabii'* e^oaae* 

if the altoeaaoa an that Oceanian will he *et proaptly* 

* 

i avail *ye«lf of the opportunity to oonvoy to 
Soar .jtoellwnoy the aaeureiiee of W higheM a <>nrV aeration 

and eateaia* 


t 

('Jgd. ) o. Idgar Vaughan 

■xoelloMp tha fteeretarjr of • it * t# * MiiUH4CMrg g A'Affalrda. 
’B# nondurable uabrlel 1* hanaiP# 

jepartaect of ytata, 

topuhlle of Albert** 

pi.v .VIA, Liberia. 








January Z, 1945, 


1/1 




}.!r. Charge d- 1 Affaires: 


The Honorable the Attorney ^eneral 
has advised that he has drawn vouchers in favour 
of Messrs. Lomolu Fofana, iviorlal F angura and Daoda 
Fofana. He states further that two cheques are 
lying at the Paymaster's Office: one valued $38,68 

for I’omolu Fofana and the other valued $76 .58 for 

m ~ 

Messrs. Morlai Bang ura and Daoda Fofana. Please send 
some one with a Borer of Attorney from these persons 

to receive the cheques. 
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Vaughan, Esquire, 

] . Charge d’Affaires & 
Consul-General, British Legation, 
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